The following is an excerpt of the
reflection of Pope Francis 0n 2 February 2017. It is on the story of the
Presentation of Jesus in the Temple.
There Simeon, not only met the Child
Jesus; he even held him. It is a story
of the encounter of God with his people that brings joy and renews hope.
“It is true, hope in God never disappoints” (cf. Rm 5:5). God never deceives us. Simeon and Anna, in their
old age, were capable of a new
fruitfulness, and they testify to this in
song. Life is worth living in hope, because the Lord keeps his promise.
Jesus himself will later explain this
promise in the synagogue of Nazareth: the sick, prisoners, those who
are alone, the poor, the elderly and
sinners, all are invited to take up this
same hymn of hope. Jesus is with
them, Jesus is with us (cf. Lk 4:18-19).

We have inherited this hymn of hope
from our elders. They made us part of
this process. In their faces, in their

lives, in their daily sacrifice we were
able to see how this praise was embodied. We are heirs to the dreams of
our elders, heirs to the hope that did
not disappoint our founding mothers
and fathers, our older brothers and
sisters. We are heirs to those who
have gone before us and had the
courage to dream. Like them, we too
want to sing, “God does not deceive;
hope in him does not disappoint”.
God comes to meet his people. And
we want to sing by taking up the
prophecy of Joel and making it our
own: “I will pour out my spirit on all
flesh; your sons and your daughters
shall prophesy, your old men shall
dream dreams, and your young men
shall see visions” (2:28).
We do well to take up the dreams of
our elders, so that we can prophesy
in our day and once more encounter
what originally set our hearts afire.
Dreams and prophecies together. The
remembrance of how our elders, our
fathers and mothers, dreamed, and

Pope Francis walks in solidarity with the young pilgrims
during the World Youth Day 2016 in Kraków, Poland
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the courage prophetically to carry on
those dreams.
Surely, the song of Simeon and Anna
was not the fruit of self-absorption or
an analysis and review of their personal situation. It did not ring out because they were caught up in themselves and were worried that something bad might happen to them.
Their song was born of hope, the
hope that sustained them in their old
age. That hope was rewarded when
they encountered Jesus. When Mary
let Simeon take the Son of the Promise into his arms, the old man began

to sing – celebrating a true “liturgy” –
he sings his dreams. Whenever Mary
puts Jesus in the midst of his people,
they encounter joy. For this alone will
bring back our joy and hope, this
alone will save us from living in a survival mentality. Only this will make
our lives fruitful and keep our hearts
alive: putting Jesus where he belongs,
in the midst of his people.
All of us are aware of the multicultural transformation we are experiencing; no one doubts this. Hence, it is all
the more important to be one with
Jesus, in our lives and in the midst of
these great changes. Our mission, as
Christians, reminds us that we are
called to be leaven in this dough. Perhaps there are better brands of flour,
but the Lord has called us to be leaven here and now, with the challenges
we face. Not on the defensive or motivated by fear, but with our hands on
the plough, helping the wheat to
grow, even though it has frequently
been sown among weeds. Putting Je-

sus in the midst of his people means
having a contemplative heart, one
capable of discerning how God is
walking through the streets of our
cities, our towns and our neighbourhoods. Putting Jesus in the midst of
his people means taking up and carrying the crosses of our brothers and
sisters. It means wanting to touch the
wounds of Jesus in the wounds of a
world in pain, which longs and cries
out for healing.

To put ourselves with Jesus in the
midst of his people. For this reason,
“we sense the challenge of finding
and sharing a ‘mystique’ of living together, of mingling and encounter, of
embracing and supporting one another, of stepping into this flood tide
which, while chaotic, can [with the

Lord] become a genuine experience
of fraternity, a caravan of solidarity, a
sacred pilgrimage… If we were able to
take this route, it would be so good,
so soothing, so liberating and hopefilled! To go out of ourselves and to
join others” (Evangelii Gaudium, 87) is
not only good for us; it also turns our
lives and hopes into a hymn of praise.
But we will only be able to do this if
we take up the dreams of our elders
and turn them into prophecy.

Let us accompany Jesus as he goes
forth to meet his people, to be in the
midst of his people. Let us go forth,
not with the complaining or anxiety of
those who have forgotten how to
prophesy because they failed to take
up the dreams of their elders, but
with serenity and songs of praise. Not
with apprehension but with the patience of those who trust in the Spirit,
the Lord of dreams and prophecy. In
this way, let us share what is truly our
own: the hymn that is born of hope.
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My Dear Young People,
I am pleased to announce that in
October 2018 a Synod of Bishops
will take place to treat the topic:
"Young People, the Faith and Vocational Discernment.” I wanted you
to be the centre of attention, because you are in my heart. Today,
the Preparatory Document is being
presented, a document which I am
also entrusting to you as your
"compass” on this synodal journey.

I am reminded of the words which
God spoke to Abraham: "Go from
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your country and your kindred and
your father's house to the land
that I will show you.” (Gen 12.1).
These words are now also addressed to you. They are words of
a Father who invites you to "go”,
to set out towards a future which
is unknown but one which will
surely lead to fulfilment, a future
towards which He Himself accompanies you. I invite you to hear
God's voice resounding in your
heart through the breath of the
Holy Spirit.
When God said to Abram, "Go!”,
what did he want to say? He certainly did not say to distance himself from his family or withdraw
from the world. Abram received a
compelling invitation, a challenge,
to leave everything and go to a
new land. What is this "new land”
for us today, if not a more just and

friendly society which you, young
people, deeply desire and wish to
build to the very ends of the
earth?
But unfortunately, today, "Go!”
also has a different meaning,
namely, that of abuse of power,
injustice and war. Many among
you are subjected to the real
threat of violence and forced to
flee their native land. Their cry
goes up to God, like that of Israel,
when the people were enslaved
and oppressed by Pharaoh ( Ex 2:23).
I would also remind you of the
words that Jesus once said to the
disciples who asked him: "Teacher
[...] where are you staying?” He
replied, "Come and see” (Jn 1:38).
Jesus looks at you and invites you
to go with him. Dear young people,
have you noticed this look towards

you? Have you heard this voice?
Have you felt this urge to undertake this journey? I am sure that,
despite the noise and confusion
seemingly prevalent in the world,
this call continues to resonate in
the depths of your heart so as to
open it to joy in its fullness. This
will be possible to the extent that,
even without professional guides,
you will learn how to undertake a
journey of discernment to discover God's plan in your life. Even
when the journey is uncertain and
you fall, God, rich in mercy, will
extend his hand to pick you up.
In Krakow, at the opening of the
last World Youth Day, I asked you
several times: "Can we change
things?” And you shouted: "yes!”.
That shout came from your young
and youthful hearts, which do not
tolerate injustice and cannot bow

to a "throw-away culture” nor give
in to the globalization of indifference. Listen to the cry arising from
your inner selves! Even when you
feel, like the prophet Jeremiah,
the inexperience of youth, God
encourages you to go where He
sends you: "Do not be afraid, [...],
because I am with you to deliver
you” (Jer 1:8).
A better world can be built also as
a result of your efforts, your desire
to change and your generosity. Do
not be afraid to listen to the Spirit
who proposes bold choices; do
not delay when your conscience
asks you to take risks in following
the Master. The Church also wishes to listen to your voice, your
sensitivities and your faith; even
your doubts and your criticism.
Make your voice heard, let it resonate in communities and let it be

heard by your shepherds of souls.
St. Benedict urged the abbots to
consult, even the young, before
any important decision, because
"the Lord often reveals to the
younger what is best.” (Rule of St.
Benedict, III, 3).

Such is the case, even in the journey of this Synod. My brother
bishops and I want even more to
"work with you for your joy” (2
Cor 1:24). I entrust you to Mary of
Nazareth, a young person like
yourselves, whom God beheld lovingly, so she might take your hand
and guide you to the joy of fully
and generously responding to
God’s call with the words: "Here I
am” (cf. Lk 1:38).
With paternal affection,
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Suddenly, armed men burst through
the door, demanding to know where
the resistance fighters are. Nearly
everyone is suspected of being a spy,
and if the staff and children are
found huddled downstairs, the
consequences could be fatal. After
what seems like an eternity, the
soldiers storm out and move
menacingly towards the nearby
houses. It will be hours before the
minders feel safe enough to bring
the children back upstairs.
Psalm 71:17

The shoddy ceiling fans whirl
overhead as the orphanage falls into
a hushed silence. The shutters and
doors are closed and, in the
basement below, a tiny six-monthold baby begins to sob as he is held
closely in the arms of his
terrified minder.

Cast your mind back, if you can. The
year was 1990. Myanmar, which had
just had its name changed from
Burma, was in the grips of one of the
world’s longest-running civil wars. It
was a frightening and uncertain place
to live, with ever-present political and
military struggles and regional
conflict. This terrifying event which
occurred in the orphanage was not
uncommon.
Fast forward to today. That six-month
-old baby is now 26 years old and he
is one of 178 seminarians at St
Joseph’s Major Seminary in Yangon,
Myanmar’s largest city. Having lived
through the violence and unrest like
many of his fellow seminarians,
Brother Nicholas Nerius thoroughly
understands the history and context
of the situation in his country. He
Brother Nicholas Nerius at
prayer with other seminarians
inside St Joseph’s Seminary
Chapel
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admits that, while a new democratic
government is cause for optimism,
the poor standard of education and
social instability in Myanmar
are just two of the current problems
that stem from decades of both violent
and oppressive military r u l e .
Also, Nicholas knows first hand that
there is now an even more urgent
crisis facing the people of Myanmar:
drug abuse.

Having lived through the
violence and unrest like
many of his fellow
seminarians, Brother
Nicholas Nerius
thoroughly understands
the history and context of
the situation in his
country.
Nicholas was just six months old,
when his mother died in tragic
circumstances. Shortly after his wife’s
death, Nicholas’s father, distraught
and unable to safely care for his two
sons, sent them off on vastly different
paths. Martino went to live with
Buddhist monks, while Nicholas was
taken to a Catholic orphanage to be
raised by the Sisters of Reparation to
the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus. It
took a long time before their paths
came across again. “I was 16 years
old when we met for the first time
after being separated as infants,”
Nicholas recalls with sadness. “His
friends told me he was addicted to

drugs. I think it was a result of peer
pressure.”
Nicholas tries to ensure that other
young people don’t make the same
mistakes as his brother. On Sunday
mornings, in a small parish about 15
minutes away from St Joseph’s Major
Seminary, Nicholas can be found
preparing local Catholic children for
their first Communion. His lessons,
which follow straight after Mass,
teach the children about Jesus, the
Gospel and, crucially, Christian
values. His mission is to keep the
children focused on learning to be
good citizens, and to live wholesome
and fulfilling lives.

of the St Joseph’s Seminary, says that
Nicholas and the other seminarians
will soon be tasked with this weighty
responsibility as they come closer to
their ordination. In a nation trying to
cope
with
conflicts,
political
uncertainty, and an alarming drugs
crisis, the mission to promote Gospel
values has never been more
important.

Nicholas tries to ensure
that other young people
don’t make the same
mistakes as his brother.

The Pontifical Mission Societies
continuously support St Joseph’s
Major Seminary to ensure that the
basic requirements in their seminary
formation are being met. It is one
way of guaranteeing that the
standard of formation in St. Joseph’s
Seminary, and in similar other
seminaries in other parts of the world
bring about seminarians and future
priests who could become good
leaders. They must be able to help
educate others when they are
ordained one day.
Brother Nicholas Nerius together with
some children of his Sunday School
children who learn the values of Jesus
already at an early age. Myanmar is
predominantly a Buddhist country.

St Joseph’s Seminary does not
only establish initiatives within local
parishes. It also runs its own
programme of community education,
especially for children from the local
area. In addition to the outreach,
each Sunday afternoon, children from
a nearby parish come to the seminary
to play sports with the seminarians,
helping build social and physical skills
and independence in the children.
This is vital for these children’s health
and wellbeing and it assists them to
discover alternative measures in life.
St Joseph’s Major Seminary plays an
important role in the education of
the youth in that area. A big portion
of the 178 seminarians will one day
be ordained priests and will continue
to play a part in the needed change in
Myanmar. Father Cyprian, the Rector
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Kids with tablets coming back from school,
Immaculate Heart Parish, Kunjingini, Diocese
of Wewak, Papua New Guinea
Bishop Józef Roszynski SVD, Wewak Diocese
Children in general, are very creative. Here in Papua New Guinea, children are often creative out of necessity. With no bought
or manufactured toys, they will always find something to play
with. One day during my sermon I heard some kind of disturbing
squeak from the children’s side of the church. I asked, “What’s
making that noise?” The kids showed me a small rat they
brought to church and were playing with. Not being a rat lover I
said, “Remove it,” and they immediately sent it out over the
wall. Many times, things as simple as an old tyre or a recycled
bicycle wheel, serves as a great toy and leads to hours of amusement. Their creativity always surprises me. Once at the seashore, I watched as a group of kids found an old refrigerator and
tried to launch it as a boat. I found it very funny; they saw it as a
seafaring adventure.
Beyond the amazing ability to create toys from next to nothing, I
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am equally impressed with their desire to go to school. Not everybody can go to school here. There are not enough teachers
and not enough schools. Most of the time, parents do not have
money for school fees. Yet despite these obstacles, kids here
want to learn and want to achieve as much of an education as
possible. I am glad our diocese is very much engaged in education on all levels, from elementary through primary school, all
the way to university.
Children in all corners of the world deserve to have an education. But as I watch the children of PNG, I can see they will continue to be creative and work hard to better their lives. Those
children who have achieved some success will be forever grateful to all who contributed towards their development and education. I pray that more will be willing to help others make progress and better their lives.♦

Madagascar 9%
Lebanon 9%

HOLY CHILDHOOD ASSOCIATI0N.
Pakistan 27%

Solomon
Islands 16%

Syria 39%

TOTAL DONATION: $114,286

“The greatest joy is to share with
others our bread and our faith.” In MADAGASCAR sources of clean water were
created and Solar Energy Panels were installed in two schools. In PAKISTAN the
donations given to eight parishes in Diocese of Islamabad– Rawalpindi was
given to help educate deserving poor students. In LEBANON, the Catholic
Church have organized schools for Syrian refugee children. In the Diocese of
Gizo in the SOLOMON ISLANDS assistance has been given to help the religious
education of children. SYRIA has received the biggest donation to help the children and orphans especially in Aleppo. The projects are under the care of Armenian Archbishop Boutros Marayati, and Chaldean Bishop Antoine Audo SJ.

SOCIETY OF ST PETER THE APOSTLE

supports the education and holistic
formation of candidates to the priesthood and religious life. In VIETNAM our donation will help in the education and maintenance of 40 Seminarians in the Diocese of
Thai Bihn. In ZIMBABWE MissioNZ helped establish a piggery to help the Seminary in
Harare to become self sustaining. MissioNZ helped in the education of seminarians
from the Dioceses of AGANA IN GUAM, TARAWA-NAIRU IN KIRIBATI, NOUMEA IN
NEW CALEDONIA. MissioNZ helped in the education and formation of Seminarians in
PAPUA NEW GUINEA from the Dioceses of Alotau-Sidea, Lae, Madang, Vanimo, Wabag. Assistance was also given to the seminarians from the Diocese of Auki in the
SOLOMON ISLANDS.

Vietnam 14%

Zimbabwe 14%

Oceania 29%
Papua New Guinea

43%

TOTAL DONATION: $126,015

THE SOCIETY OF THE PROPAGATION OF THE FAITH. “Caring
for the Carers.” This is the oldest of the three groups that compose the PontifiTanzania 100%

TOTAL DONATION: $200,040

cal Mission Societies. It assists young and poor dioceses both in administration
and in the running of pastoral programmes. Our Mission Sunday donation in
2015 all went to TANZANIA to assist realise projects in three dioceses: Njombe,
Rulenge-Ngara, and Same. Chapels, presbyteries, pastoral centres, Novitiate
House, Mission Outstations have been constructed. Also, catechetical programs,
upkeep of catechists, and diocesan pastoral programs for evangelization have
been sustained .
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Sadness and disappointment were visible in the face of a student as she rejoined her class in tears. Maminiana had accidentally dropped her bottle of
water after she had finished eating her lunch; and drinking water was nowhere available in the school premises. She hurriedly went to the yard of the
house next to the school to fetch some water. There is a well there. Unfortunately, the grumpy owner Iboto was not happy to find her in his backyard. He
says the school children dirty the water in his well. This resulted in unfriendly
words that stung the heart of Maminiana that day.
The Ecole Primaire Catholique St.
Michel in Ambohitsara Est, Mananjary
Madagascar was founded in 1997 by Fr
Grad Zdlislaw SVD, a Polish missionary
priest. The Educational standard in
public schools in Madagascar had gone
drastically low in the 90’s. St. Michel’s
small beginnings, 30 students, have
grown over the years from a kindergarten to a full elementary school of more
than 250 students and 9 full time
teachers.
A peculiar characteristic of St Michel
Primary is the greater number of girls
than the boys. Girls are normally relegated to other activities than schooling;
but a local survey identified that the
boys in Ambohitsara Est are removed
from school to engage in fishing and
farming as well as grazing of cattle at a
very early age. However, this does not
mean that all the girls in town are in
school. The parents contribute an
equivalent of a US dollar a month
which is not enough to pay the salaries
of our 9 teachers and acquire the basic
educational materials.
Potable water is very difficult to come
by in the dry season in Madagascar.
The population of Ambohitsara Est do
not enjoy the luxury of filtered water.
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This is the common situation in most
villages and towns in Madagascar.
Most people get their water supply
from wells for survival, and there are
few of these in Ambohitsara Est. The
students of St. Michel find it difficult to
get access to water for hygiene and
drinking during school days. The local
people who keep wells, locally called
boreholes, often prevent students from
fetching water since they can dirty the
water with buckets other than prescribed. Sad to say this often causes
feuds between some village folks and
teachers who often have to defend and
take the side of the students.
Today, St Michel School enjoys its own
well through the help of the donors of
MISSIO-NZ. This has been a big help
since the students do not have to go far
to the rivers to fetch water; and teachers can even promote peace. Aside
from the students, the faithful who visit
our parish also benefit from it. The local parish has 71 out-Stations, and
there is a period when the Catholic
faithful from those out-stations go to
Ambohitsara Est for the annual pilgrimage. The priests and many other members of the local communities also
benefit from this well.

GRATEFUL HEARTS ARE BEST EXPRESSED WITH HEARTFELT SMILES.
These are pictures of some of the students of Ecole Primaire Catholique St.
Michel in Ambohitsara Est, Mananjary Madagascar . It is one of the projects
that was realized through the generosity of our Kiwi Mission Sunday donors. Fr. Emmanuel Mawuli Anyomi (in brown shirt—top picture), a Divine
Word Missionary from Accra, Ghana Africa; he has been working in Madagascar since 2011. He took charge of the project. He, the children and
teachers of St Michel Primary surely remember the generous Kiwis who
have gifted them clean and healthy water. It is a gift that ensures healthy
lives, and grateful souls.
P.O.Box 43226 Wainuiomata, Hutt Valley 5048 — (04) 472 2210 — info@missio.nz — www.missio.nz
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What came first, the chicken or
the egg? It may sound out of
place to read this trick question
in a Missio-NZ Newsletter. Yet,
this may have something to do
with countries who used to receive missionaries, but are now
missionary sending countries.

to become missionaries in foreign lands. The local Church in
the Philippines surely needs
more ordained ministers; but the
Philippine Church also believes in
giving out of its poverty. A lesson
learnt lovingly from the Master,
God’s only Begotten Son.

The Philippines was once a mission country only. It was open to
receive the gift of missionaries
who were “sent forth”. Most of
those spoke English but never
really learned the local languages
and those who did surely had
funny accents that truly sounded
even humorous. But the Filipinos
received them with love, because missionaries were harbingers of faith. And because they
were received with hospitality
and love, they responded to that
care with faithful witness to the
Gospel. Local Christian vocations
flourished, starting with youth
who embraced family life believing in the Sacrament of Matrimony, and youth who embraced
priestly, religious, and even missionary vocations.

There may not be an over abundance of priestly, religious, or
missionary vocations in the Philippines, but like in other Asian
countries, she is currently
blessed with young people who
respond to the invitation of the
Holy Spirit. And like the stories of
many missionaries who went to
the Philippines or any other parts
of the world in years past, many
vocations to the priestly and religious life are still coming from
average financial families.
Before, missionaries from
Germany, Ireland, Holland, the
United States, Australia, and
New Zealand were supported
by their own local Church.
But the dynamics
have changed, today.
Most of the vocations
in the developing
countries need
helping hands from
the Church in
developed countries.
This is to ensure
that the gift that
comes from the
Holy Spirit may be
given a chance to be
nurtured properly,
and that the quality
of Catholic ordained

Today, the Philippines send out
missionaries to other countries—
from being a mission Church to
being missionary sending Church.
In 1975, the Divine Word Missionaries in the Philippines had
already 100 missionaries in other
lands. Today, not only the missionary congregations are sending missionaries to other countries. Even local Dioceses send
out their priests and seminarians

ministers be formed to its fullest potentials.
The Philippines was once only a mission
Church (a place where missionaries were
sent); it has now become a missionary sending
Church because the Holy Spirit helped build it
also with the missionaries. The egg has
evolved to its potential. May Christian vocations to the married life, the priestly, and religious life flourish again in New Zealand in
God’s time.

Fr Dennis Nacorda and Fr
Bernard Espiritu, SVD with
Fr Cirilo Barlis (ordained
priest in Wellington on 6
May 2017) are 3 of the 30
Filipino missionary priests
in New Zealand.

