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BANGLADESH
REPORT
• Country of 165 million people
• Seventh Poorest in the world
• Under 1% Christian
• 400,000 Rickshaws
• 6 Bishops and 400,000 Catholics

Grandma cooking supper on her home-made mud range
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The Spark That Lights The Fires
Your support for Missionz could be tested this
year. Rising living costs, the lingering effects
of the world recession and now the massive
mushrooming cost of shaken Christchurch
could threaten your resolve to be associated
with the daily grind missionaries live under as
Sister Julienne Hayes-Smith SMSM describes
in this issue. It was stories like hers that fired the imagination and
faith of Pauline Jaricot in the city of Lyons in the 1820’s in France. She
was touched by the struggle of missionaries in the Far East to live
the faith in a foreign culture and to find the
money to fund the teaching and preaching
of Jesus Christ. Even though very young
she set about organizing silk workers in her
family factory to donate a small sum each
week from their hard earned wages. Little did
she realize this missionary enterprise was to

An Action Packed Missionary Life
give birth to what is now the Pope’s Society for the Propagation of
the Faith. The enclosed leaflet written and produced locally reveals
something of the life and missionary heart of Pauline Jaricot; no
wonder her cause for canonisation still smolders. Her missionary urge
is manifest in another young French woman - St Therese of Liseaux.
Like Pauline she longed to see Christ gifted to every person. She
wanted to be a missionary even though enclosed in a monastery.
Amazingly she is now patroness of the missions and along with
Pauline attracts us and sincere believers to be missionaries in our
time. Perhaps both these young woman will enable us to keep one
eye on the Missionary efforts of the Church again this year. PMS/
Missionz exists to foster that. Listening to Pope Benedict plus the
urgings of the Holy Spirit will prompt you to continue your support for
the Missions even in 2011.

Father Paul G Shannahan sm
Director
Fr Paul G Shannahan sm. Assistant: Mrs Jo-Anne Carley.

Missionz Office
1B/33 Kaiwharawhara Road
P O Box 12322 Thorndon; Wellington 6144
Phone : (04) 472-2210. Email : pmsnz@xtra.co.nz
Website: www.missionz.co.nz
Missionz is the National Office for the three
Pontifical Mission Societies.

Diocesan Directors
Monsignor Vincent Walker (Dn) – (03) 489-2601
Fr Chris Friel (Chch) – (03) 686-2013
Fr Tony Cairns (Wgton) – (04) 479-7777
Fr Bernard O’Donnell (P Nth) – (06) 327-7840
Fr Richard Pipe (Hmn) – (07) 315-8446
Fr Robert O’Brien (Ak) – (09) 579-5458
Contact them about Missionz activities.

Over 50 years ago the young teacher Rose McAloon joined
the Missionary Sisters of the Society of Mary (SMSM).
In 1959 she was posted to Samoa and spent 20 years
teaching there. Then it was four years lecturing at
Corpus Christi Teachers College in Suva and three years
assisting Bishop Robin Leamy SM in the Cook Island. To
headquarters in Rome - from 1998 to 2003.

to learn”. Life was primitive
yet these Samoan years
were probably her happiest.
Some of these pupils turned
up at her 50th celebration. It
was so fulfilling to see them
succeeding in life and faith.

Finally Parish Secretary at Waikanae Parish till 2009 when
she celebrated her Golden Jubilee and moved to retirement.
What a record of missionary endeavour and achievement.

What would be the
saddest aspect of her
missionary life? Missing out
on family events in New
Zealand. Missing weddings,
baptisms, not seeing young ones grow up and even feeling she did
not know them very well on visits home.

I asked Sister what drew her to becoming a missionary religious
sister? Her religious teachers and the Redemptorists talked about
vocations and urged all to do what God wanted of them.
She was not that keen to be a religious. She left school and trained
as a teacher. One day she saw an SMSM brochure on caring for
lepers which tugged at her heart. Once her brother Fr Brian McAloon
was ordained she decided to give in to God’s prompting. She now
believes it was “Mary’s gracious choice” which led her to this life.
And what it was like for a tall, dynamic NZ woman being plunged
into Samoan life of the 1960’s? In summary it was very hot and
exhausting and a bit tough settling into a mixed community life of 40
mainly older European sisters and 40 local Samoan sisters. It was not
helped when the superior met her at the wharf and said “It will take
a lot of material for a white dress for you”. But teaching at St Mary’s
College soon had her hooked on helping educate the welcoming
Samoan girls. Class sizes of 70 or more was daunting. “Because
parents made sacrifices to pay school fees and wanted their children
to succeed it was easy to teach well behaved girls who were eager

But she has no real regrets because through religious life she was
given so much more than what she gave. She cherishes the friends
she made; the cultural and international experiences and the restful
times for renewal. Also living in Rome and working to spread the love
of Christ in the company of Bishops like Bishop Leamy, priests like
Fr Phil Tuohy, Religious of Cluny and the Christian Brothers and her
SMSM sisters. It has been a full, eventful and thoroughly fulfilling life.
She can recommend it to 21st century young Catholics and will pray
for them in her Avalon retirement.
"Shine through me and be so in me
That every soul I come in contact with
May feel your presence in my spirit.”
– St. John Henry Cardinal Newman
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St Peter Apostle
Another Kiwi Bishop For The Cooks
Another New Zealand Marist is the new bishop of the
mission territory of the Cook Islands. He is Fr Paul
O’Donoghue sm the Marist Provincial of Oceania and based
in Suva. This Auckland born and past pupil of St Patrick’s
Silverstream studied at the historic Greenmeadows Marist
seminary and was ordained in 1975. He has spent 30 years
working in the South Pacific and so
knows much about its people and
cultures.

Bishop O’Donoghue sm

Bishop O’Connell sm

After some time on the staff at St
Bede’s College he became a Professor at
Saint Peter Chanel College, Samoa; 19811985: Teacher at the Marist Training
Centre, Tutu, Taveuni, Fiji; 1985-1990:
Director of the Saint Martin de Porres
Centre, Loloima, Vanuatu; 1990-1995:
Parish priest, Malekula Island, Vanuatu;
1993-1996: Regional Superior, Vanuatu;
1996-1998: Formator of Novices, Tutu,
Taveuni, Fiji; 1998-2000: then Renewal
in Dublin and since 2006: Marist
Provincial Superior for Oceania, Fiji.
He takes over from another New
Zealander Bishop Stuart O’Connell
sm who himself was the New Zealand
Marist Provincial and who has toiled in

this “small in numbers but large in sea area” diocese for the past
14 years and is now looking forward to returning to New Zealand.
Like the other 1,100 Missionary Bishops across the globe Bishop
Elect O’Donoghue sm will receive a grant from the Mission Month
collections to help him lead his people into discipleship in Christ.

Bangladesh Producing Vocations
This is a Moslem country but the
Catholic Faith is quite vibrant as
I found on a visit there last May.
There is a strong missionary spirit
that emanated from the Portuguese
crossing over from Goa centuries ago
and until recently by the Mill Hills from
Europe. Fr Shipon Peter Reberiro who
was ordained just two years ago typifies this steady growth
in the Catholic Faith. He is product of the one national
seminary based in Dhaka city and comes from one the six
minor seminaries based in each Diocese.

Bishop Gervas Rozario
of Rajshahi

There are hosts of young religious sisters
here too who get support from PMS. Sr
Beena Rozario a Sister of Charity of Italian
origins (On the left in the picture) is the
assistant to the National Director of PMS Fr
Tapan and works with him in parish youth
gatherings. I observed a Scripture teaching,
live- in weekend for 125 teenagers where
the policy of formation in the Faith was
full swing. The Bishop of this diocese of
Rajshahi has built a pastoral
centre with the help of PMS
contribution where this
evangelizing work goes on
all year round for people
who live in a very strongly
Moslem atmosphere.

Mass Stipends
The esteemed Catholic practice of having Mass offered for
love ones can also assist needy Bishops. We accept requests
and arrange their fulfilment. The customary stipend is $10.
Bishop John Bosco Bemares sm writes:
“Greetings!! Vanuatu/Port Vila diocese is
one of the poorest dioceses in the pacific.
Our priests struggle on a daily basis just to
make ends meet. For most of them the only
help they get is the Mass stipends. When
the priests have said the Masses for which
the Mass stipends were intended, the offering helps the priest
towards his upkeep. Sometimes they use the money to help
people in villages with small jobs. We are indeed thankful to
you all for your help in providing us with Mass stipends.”

Send Stipends to:
Missionz, PO Box 12322, Thorndon, Wellington 6144

Remember Missionz in Your Will

Last year New Zealand supporters of Missionz and Society
of St Peter the Apostle gave $US 45,000 to three of the minor
seminaries that help educate and form young men. They were at
Kulna, Mymeasingh and Dhaka. In a country that does not have full
schooling the Church provides education and faith formation for the
developing leadership of the local Church. Fr Shipon is training to be
a teacher so he can assist in forming youth which Archbishop Costa
said was the great need and primary work of the Church.

Your support can continue after your passing on. A bequest
can be a permanent investment for the Missions.
A form of your Will.
“I give and bequeath to Missionz the sum of $……… to be
invested for the benefit of the Pope’s Mission Societies.” Your
lawyer can arrange this or call us on (04) 472 2210
See explanation on our website www.missionz.co.nz
Girls doing a Ari Vasi tribal dance.
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Propagation of Faith
A Kiwi on Mission in Bangladesh
Sr Julienne Hayes-Smith, a Kiwi, is a Missionary Sister of
the Society of Mary. (SMSM) She grew up in Ashhurst near
Palmerston North. Sister is a nurse, linguist and teacher.

After 17 years as a missionary in Western Samoa, Vanuatu
and the Chatham Islands, I have spent the past 17 years in
Bangladesh.
After the isolation and tiny population of the Chatham Islands, it
was a real shock to the system to live among 16 million people in
such a small land area as Dhaka city. Being part of a tiny Christian
minority, 0.3 of 1% of the total population, most of whom are
Muslims, was also a new experience for me. At first I was truly
overwhelmed by the abject poverty: women/children scrounging for
rubbish to sell; women feeding their children scraps from the rubbish
lining the streets; street children, some of them only 6 or 7 years old,
asking to carry my shopping home for a fee. I often felt helpless in
the face of such immense need, but have learnt that although we
cannot meet all the physical needs of these people we can always
grant them our love and respect.
My main ministries have been
training of midwives for remote,
under-serviced areas of the country,
mainly inhabited by marginalized
tribal people. In Bangladesh about
3 women still die each hour in
pregnancy or childbirth, mostly due
to ignorance of the danger signs and
absence of trained birth attendants.
6
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I thank God daily that during the 11 years
I have been training these midwives not a
single women being cared for by our 300
plus midwives, has died. Moreover very
few of their infants have died, whereas the
national infant mortality rate is 43:1,000.
Another ministry is providing health
education and support for garment workers.
They were the first large group of women to seek employment
outside the home thus contravening the seclusion or “purdah”
traditionally expected of women. They were looked down on by
society. However, because of their courageous efforts, women
in Bangladesh now have greater freedom of movement and
employment. More recently I have become increasingly involved with
the project we SMSM Sisters run for intellectually disabled children,
mostly from very poor families. These children and their brave parents
have forced me to face my own fragility and lack of wholeness. They
and the others have taught me by their joy and courage in the midst
of incredible difficulties, that all of life is a gift to be cherished, that
real joy is to be found in appreciating the people and daily events.
I have truly been
deeply enriched
by the poor of
Bangladesh, as I
try to be a little of
Mary’s loving and
compassionate
presence in their
midst.

Sr Marie Trains Healers

SMSM’s Dhaka with Sr Marie

Throwing acid on the
faces of women
causing horrid scaring
is a vindictive practice
inflicted by some
disgruntled Moslem
men in Bangladesh
when women refuse a
marriage proposal or
oppose the will and
desires of men.

evangelization. As with works of Kiwi Sr Juliette and the small SMSM
community in Dhaka this testimony of love, freely given, enhances the
standing of the fledging Church in Bangladesh.

Life In Dhaka

Immediate shoe
repairs

Limiting the availability of acid and increasing the number of
prosecutions is helping reduce the practice. Recently an Australian
Mercy Sr Marie Doolan joined the SMSM sisters in Dhaka to help
treat some of these unfortunate women.
Sr Marie was decorated in 2003 with the Order of Australia
Medal for her long service in designing and making of compression
garments and she went to Dhaka to train local women connected
with the Acid Survivors Foundation (ACF). Women are rehabilitated
by the use of pressure garments that minimize the scarring and
deformity and thus assist in their rehabilitation. Monica Rahman of
ACF said, “Sister Marie is just a wonderful teacher and has such
a fine capacity to make rapport with survivors and those she is
training.” In spite of her age and the trying heat of Dhaka she spent
two months training a small group who in turn will train others.
Surely this is a real work of Mercy and giving Moslem women an
experience of the healing love of Christ in an unspoken way of

Care for a roadside
cup of tea?

Chicken for dinner?
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Holy Childhood
A Big Thanks From Zambia
Sisters of the Holy Spirit run a school in
Mongu Diocese and were granted some
of our Holy Childhood donations from our
schools and a growing number of adults
who give a monthly donation.
Sr Anne Finnerty, SHSp the former Superior
General wrote - “here, we are in contact with
many grandmothers and guardians who, because
of the death of many mothers (mostly due to
HIV/AIDS), are trying on the most meagre of
resources to raise orphan grandchildren – many of whom are also
afflicted . If the guardians are really poor, then choices must be made
about who can be sent to school, the boy is the member of the family
who will go and the girl will be left home until she can be ‘traded’ to
someone who will marry her.”

With the help of Fr Bernard
Zulu, who visited New Zealand last
October, we got Sr. Christina Mitchell
SHSp to send us these details. “The
two boys in maroon uniforms were
taken by family members when the
parents died. The relatives could
not afford to care for the basic
physical needs of the children and
also provide for what was needed
for school. They had already several
children of their own”. “The young woman (Susan Lubasi) has her
own two children and was pregnant with the third when her husband
was killed in a car accident. Her sister had died of AIDS leaving four
children – those in school uniforms. We were able to help the children
continue in school and have provided food for the children. Through
another fund we gave Susan money to start an income-generating
project to help her care for her family.” “The little girl, not in uniform,
was put on a truck to come to the grandmother when her parents
died. Someone stole her bag at some point along the way. When
she arrived she had nothing but the clothes she has on. We provided
her with a blanket, clothes and her uniform for school. I also made
this special dress for her for the holiday. She arrived shortly before
Christmas.”
“May God bless all in N.Z. who work with Holy Childhood. Here in
Zambia I, and many other Sisters, would not be able to do what we
are doing without your help. It is impossible to tell you how important
the work is that you are doing on our behalf.”
Sr. Christina Mitchell, SHSp | Email - hspirit@zamtel.zm
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Kitchen Complete – Well Almost
The Dedama pupils in Zambia – most of whom are orphans
– will have a completed eating room and kitchen by the
next rainy season.
Two years ago New Zealand pupils and parishioners raised over
$20, 000 to enable Edna Choogna to build this simple room. As
money comes to hand at this free school for poor pupils the dining
room will be completed. Edna sends a big thank you to all who
collected money for Dedama.

A Message From Marty The
Missionary
Thanks everyone. Fantastic work! So far
50 schools and many adults have sent in
money. I hear some of you arranged your
very own Mission day with toys and games
you donated. Some of you had a muffin
making day and sold them off for children
in poor mission lands. That is just great. Keep it up. All your efforts
help them to get some schooling and a chance to learn about what it
means to be a child of God and friend of Jesus. Do pray for them.

Words Of Praise – Pope Benedict XVI
“I thank the Pontifical
Mission Societies for their
indispensable service in
inspiring and promoting
involvement in the missionary
activity of the Church.
I thank them for the financial
assistance to the Young

Mini Finance Report

Churches. They help to realise in a practical way the

Last year’s money went to benefit children in four countries.

should have for one another.”

HAITI $US4,715 | ZAMBIA $US1,600
INDIA-GAUWHATI $US4,000 | TEZPUR $US15,000

communion between Churches and the concern they

			

– Mission Sunday 2009.

MISSIONZ News

Issue 7, May 2011

9

World

Matters Financial

Hong Kong
Church leaders
believe the growth
of new Catholics
to be baptized
this Easter will
further boost their
evangelization
works.
Bishop John Tong Hon of Hong Kong announced at a meeting on
March 2 that there will be 3,400 adults ready for baptism at Easter,
11 percent more than the record of 3,040 new Catholics last year.
“However, we should not be satisfied only on the numerical growth.
Quality is equally important,” he reminded the parish representatives
at the annual general meeting of the Hong Kong Central Council of
Catholic Laity.

Africa
The former general of the Society of African Missions and
now a Bishop back in Ireland was asked.
Q: Africa has seen an explosion of Catholicism from 1.2 million
faithful in 1900 to over 140 million today. To what would you
attribute this explosion of faith in Africa?
Bishop O’Reilly: Well as many of my bishop friends in Africa would
say, “First of all it’s God’s blessing and it’s a great grace. But I
suppose the main reality about Africa is that, since her independence
45 to 50 years ago, we have witnessed a huge growth of the urban
reality in Africa. With the growth of the cities, many people have
10
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been displaced from rural areas so they have found themselves in
cities, which are to a large extent alien, until they can integrate
into the communities that are there. Very often these communities
are associated with Churches so you have, as it were, people even
moving from the rural areas immediately falling into the fabric of
Church life in the urban areas. These people will serve each other
without counting the cost. They will give so generously of themselves
and to serve the Church. They are amazing. They love the Church.

Cuba
“For 50 years, no Catholic churches have been built in Cuba
and this prompted the faithful to gather in private homes
or “mission houses”, where there are communities that
celebrate the sacraments and the Mass regularly they are
one of the strong points of the Church.”
So reported Bishop of Holguín (eastern Cuba), Bishop Emilio
Aranguren. “We are here like in the days of the Acts of the Apostles;
the mission house is not known for its patron saint, but by the person
who hosts.” The “mission houses” began to operate in the 80’s. They
are attended by missionaries, pastoral workers, who may not always
be priests or religious.
After the clash with the government in the 60s, the Catholic
community spent decades in silence and discrimination and began to
be revived in the mid 80s. Bishop Aranguren studied with the Marist
Fathers, devoted to education, which had a strong presence in Cuba
until 1961, when they left. The congregation only returned to the
island 40 years later.

For Year 2010
Raising awareness on the command of Jesus to “Go and teach all
nations” is central to Mission Sunday each October and that is the
day Mass goers are invited to make a financial gift to support front
line missionaries. With so many asking for financial support nowadays
the giving to the Missions in October has been static for some years
and even declining as the figures below suggest. The directives in the
Society for the Propagation of the Faith state:

“The Society carries out its activity throughout the whole year,
but with greater intensity during the month of October. This month
must be regarded in all countries as the Month of Universal Mission.
World Mission Sunday is the high point of the month. This day is
celebrated in all the particular Churches as the feast of catholicity
and universal solidarity. On this day Christians throughout the world
become aware of their common responsibility for the evangelization
of the world.” Statutes - Article 7

MISSION SUNDAY RETURNS FROM
DISOCESES 2010

2010

2009

2008

2007

Auckland

$48,003

$58,628

$57,631

$68,360

Hamilton

$18,637

$21,359

$21,787

$18,891

Palmerston North

$22,818

$24,697

$25,966

$18,673

Wellington

$31,778

$30,851

$33,685

$27,889

Christchurch

$25,986

$29,455

$32,582

$27,661

Dunedin

$14,991

$17,325

$16,583

$11,833

TOTAL

$162,213

$182,315

$188,234

$173,307

Where the money went last year from
Propagation of the Faith:
Hoima Diocese in Uganda		
Tezpur Diocese in Assam, India
Mongu Diocese in Zambia		
Mahitahi New Zealand		

$US 110,600.00
$US 94,047.00
$US 95,600.00
$US 5,000.00

There was an overall drop of $20,102 (11%) in moneys returned
from parishes in 2010. No doubt the ‘recession’ had its effect on
peoples’ disposable money. Thankfully we have an expanding list of
direct donors which has meant another $100,000 plus can be added
to the above total for 2010. This money will go with our prayers and
hopes for the neediest of Missions. Many are responding to our
motto of 2010 – Reach Out Give Life.
We are grateful for all that is donated and assure you every dollar
goes to the Missions.
MISSIONZ News
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May Missionz Appeal.
I wish to donate to needy missions.
Name: Mr/Mrs/Ms/Fr/Sr/Br…………………………………………
Address……………………………………………………………

Missionz Shop
Here are four helps to prayer. They have been designed by
various Pontifical Mission Society personnel and are now
available to purchase from us.

Town/City…………………………………………………………
Postal Code………………………………………………………

Novel ‘Roll-a-Prayer Box’

Email ……………………………………………………………

A youngster’s bed time prayer aid.
Sells at $5.00 plus postage.

Ph ………………………………………………………………
Here is my gift $………………………cash/cheque.
Make direct payment anytime to our National Bank account
060-411-0021447-00 (Please include name and address details).
Or debit my credit card for $……………………
Visa

MasterCard

Name on Card. ……………………………………………………

Missions Money Boxes
Free for class, family or individual use.
Free for Mission donations.
– All profits go to Pope’s Mission Societies
– Become a Children’s Mission Partner
$15.00 monthly.

Expiration Date……………………………………………………
Card number
Direct my support to:
Propagation of the Faith – spreading the Faith
St Peter the Apostle – for seminarians/Novices.
Holy Childhood – aid for health and education
Pay $15.00 a month as Children’s Mission Partner (Send me a 		
bank auto-payment form).
Give $500.00 to support a seminarian for one year.
Give $250.00 to support sister novice for one year.
Send to: Missionz Office, PO Box 12322
Thorndon Wellington 6144
You will be sent a receipt in acknowledgement of your gift

Prayers and Reflections
This is a new version from Ireland. Very
brief inspirational prayers and illustrations.
Sells at 50 cents which includes GST.
Plus packaging and postage.

Mission Rosary
Bishop Fulton Sheen originated this five
coloured decades of the rosary to pray
for the mission of the Church on the five
continents. Leaflet included.
Sell at $1.00 each which includes GST.
Plus packaging and postage.

