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Our Part in Spreading Faith in Christ
The Mission to New Zealand that began
in 1838 ”just would not have happened”,
said Marist historian Fr Charles Girard sm,
if it were not for money raised from the
Catholic laity of France.
He had been asked how important for the
Mission to New Zealand was the funding
provided from the newly formed Society for the Propagation of the
Faith. To repeat “it just would not have happened”.
Marist missionaries under the leadership of Bishop Pompallier
could not have left France without the donations of the laity of
Lyons who gave from their wages to support the Society started by
Pauline Jaricot.
The Marist founder Fr Colin depended almost totally on being
given large sums from this missionary society of Propagation of the

Faith which enabled him to equip and send by long sea journey the
many Frenchmen who followed Pompallier in the 1830-40’s.
The New Zealand Church both Maori and pakeha owes the
setting up of the Church to these men and later women who
suffered great hardship here and in the near Pacific countries in
responding to the command of Jesus to “go make disciples of all
nations”.
To make the children smile in an obscure but needy part of
Assam, India is the main project chosen for this Mission Month.
(Pictured on front page). Bishop Toppo wants to give these poor
children the chance of an education and formation in the Catholic
Faith. Your support will ensure this happens.
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Sister Mary Gordon, a Mercy Sister in Peru
Sr Mary trained and taught in Mercy Schools before
going to the foreign missions and labouring in Peru for
15 years. She now lives in Villa Joseph, Upper Hutt.
In 1985 I accepted an invitation to join the mission of the
Pittsburgh Sisters of Mercy, in Chimbote, Peru. Chimbote is a
coastal city, 450 kilometres north of Lima, with a population
of 300,000.
I worked in two different parishes during my 15 years with the
wonderful Peruvian people. In 1985, when I went there, they were
without running water or electricity. By 2000 when I left, things had
improved greatly.
After studying Spanish with the Maryknoll Fathers in Bolivia, I
began to accompany the Sisters in their work in Chimbote.
In our two parishes there were eight soup kitchens. The families
here received resources from Caritas U.S.A each month. With these
they were able to prepare a meal of soup and rice and perhaps fish,
chicken or eggs for their family. I helped the women in the comedores
to organize themselves to attend weekly meetings. After a while they
were quite capable of carrying on by themselves.
I helped in the organization of a health programme with enabled
the poorest people to get their medication cheaply from the Posta
Medica run by the American Dominican Sisters.
My main work was an Evangelization programme called
“Catequesis Familiar”. This programme helped parents to
prepare their children aged from eight to 12 for the Sacraments
of Reconciliation and Eucharist, over a period of two years. The
programme was divided into two cycles, each of 25 weeks. My task

was to prepare the parents
at a weekly meeting for
their work with other
parents and the children. On
Sundays, teenagers known
as “Animadores” held
celebrations.
I had charge of this
programme in the parish,
then in the Diocese and
finally as part of the national
team centred in Lima. At
this stage I thought it was
time to train Peruvians to
take over my role, so that all
would continue smoothly when I eventually returned to New Zealand.
What did I gain from working with the people there in
accompanying them in their faith lives?
I thank God as I look back on these precious years which I spent
in Peru. God was present in these poor families. Their lives were faith
filled, and even though there was much superstition in the midst of
their uneducated faith, God was very real to them. I learned a great
deal about life values, the value of hospitality, of sharing the little
they had with those who had less, and of living deeply humble lives.
When a family has one real meal a day, no money to buy uniforms or
necessities for their children at school, when they are unable to buy
medicine for sick family members, it was our privilege to share what
we had with them. I will remember always these wonderful people.
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St Peter Apostle
A Crowded Pacific Seminary
By Jo-Anne Carley of Missionz Office
It is a wonderful experience to see and hear some 70 men,
wearing white cassocks, and open sandals or barefoot in
the Pacific way, raise their voices in song and prayer.
For three years while we were living in Suva, Fiji my husband,
son and I attended Mass with the students of the Pacific Regional
Seminary (PRS) in Fiji.
The chapel is beautifully Pacific, built like a circular fale, without
windows or doors but with a veranda and lattice infill for the wet
season. Huge timber beams support an apex and the lecturn plinth
and altar base are carved in relief like roots of the tree. The altar top
is shaped like a kava bowl – buburau used by ancient Fiji priests. The
Presiding chair is a gift from Tonga, the woven mats on the walls
come from Kiribati.
In the same way the student body comes from many parts of the
Pacific. This year there are 126 students, with 66 living on-site. The
men come from 12 island nations including Papua New Guinea,
Wallis and Futuna, the Solomon Islands, Vanuatu, Samoa, Tonga,
New Caledonia, Kiribati, the Caroline Islands, and of course Fiji. 2010
saw strong growth in the number of students from Samoa and the
Solomons. Seven different congregations are represented with the
largest being the Society of Mary which is sponsoring 23 seminarians.
Many of them have never been far beyond their villages before
coming to Fiji. It can be a huge change for them to be in an urban
setting far from their families. Another undoubted challenge is that
the classes are in English, the only common language.
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The Pacific Regional
Seminary of St Peter
Chanel was established
in Suva in 1970 and the
current Rector is New
Zealander Fr Michael
O’Connor sm. Previous
students are now serving
around the Pacific,
including New Zealand.
This is Reverse Missionary
service in operation. In the
Auckland diocese some 30
percent of priests active in
parish work are “missionaries” to New Zealand coming from India,
Sri Lanka, the Philippines and the Pacific. Without them New Zealand
parish life would be significantly affected. These priests, coming
from less well off countries rely on help from their congregations in
wealthier countries and help from sponsoring agencies such as St
Peter the Apostle, the Pontifical Mission Society which assists in the
formation for seminarians.
Newlands parish Wellington has Father Mateo Kivalu a Tongan
graduate from the PRS. He has bought his musical talents to the
Wellington Church.
Missionz donated $US 27,000 to the seminary this year from the
St Peter the Apostle donations. These funds are raised from New
Zealand clergy, and Religious to assist major and minor seminaries in
developing countries, and also from laity. A $500 donation helps in
the training and formation of a seminarian for one year.

Kazakhstan – A Bishop’s Faith Survives Communism
The childhood experience of slipping
past Communist authorities to attend
Mass taught the auxiliary bishop of
Karaganda, Kazakhstan a particular
reverence for the Eucharist.
He was born in Kyrgyzstan, where his
German parents had been exiled by the
Bishop Schneider
Communist regime. In 1973, he moved to
Austria to enter the monastery of the Canons Regular of the
Holy Cross. Bishop Schneider has been teaching theology at
Mary, Mother of the Church Seminary in Karaganda since 1999.
His Episcopal ordination took place in Rome June 2, 2006.
In the ‘30s, Stalin deported millions of Europeans to Kazakhstan;
it held a big concentration camp during those times, and suddenly
there appeared almost half a million Catholics. This appearance
however, was in a situation of suffering and the Church had to
exist underground.
Near the end of the Second World War, the German Army took all
these German people – 300,000 of them – to Berlin to protect them
from the Russians.
However when the Russian Army occupied Berlin they sent these
people as “forced labour” to three places – Kazakhstan, Siberia and to
the Ural Mountains. After the war my parents went to the Republic of
Kyrgyzstan. There I was born and spent my childhood.

Then we moved from Kyrgyzstan to Estonia, which was still part of
the Soviet Union. We had a church which was 100 kilometres away
and we had to travel by train to attend the Holy Mass once a month.
It was dangerous, because the Communists forbade children from
participating in the Holy Mass.
So my parents took the first train in the morning when it was still
dark so we wouldn’t be seen. For me, it was unforgettable.
There I made my first confession and first Communion at the hands
of a holy priest who was also imprisoned in Karaganda earlier.
Some years after my ordination someone told me that there was a
priest who had just arrived from Kazakhstan and he wanted to speak
to me. “We have established a seminary in Karaganda and we have
no teachers. Could you come and help us?” So he invited me. And so
that is how I came to Kazakhstan.
Asked what was needed now? Prayers, because by prayers we are
giving the most precious gift to one another and a sense of solidarity
with the local Church. We have very few means, but we must pray for
local priestly vocations.
It is necessary that we have local clergy, and only then can the
Church take root. And please, if possible support us in the building
of more churches, to make the Church more visible and as a sign of
evangelization.
We are grateful for all these signs of fraternity and solidarity.
Missionz sent $NZ 10,000 to Kazakhstan to help build a
Church of Reparation on the site where thousands prisoners
died in the harsh conditions of the Communist Gulags.
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Propagation of Faith
Supporting a baby Diocese in West Africa
Over $NZ 100,000 from the 2009 New Zealand Mission
Sunday collection was dispatched this September to the
new Zambian diocese of Mongu.
Bishop Pompallier was supported by Lyons Catholics in the 1840’s,
through the Pauline Jaricot inspired Propagation of the Faith, to
evangelise New Zealand and the South Pacific region. In our time we
are now happy to nourish this fledging diocese led by a Boston born
Bishop Paul Duffy OMI.
The diocese in an arid and poor
part of Zambia was set up in 1997
and has few facilities. But earlier
missionary efforts of many religious
orders now sees some 60,000
Catholics living off the land, but at
a subsistence level. There are just
11 parishes with their many small
outstations. The Bishop has only
nine young
diocesan
priests, with
19 priests
of religious
orders still
labouring
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to get the Church fully established. Signs are good. There are 18
seminarians in formation. Religious women number 60 and over
50 religious brothers; they do impressive work with few facilities in
14 schools and in 22 institutions like HIV clinics, medical care and
formation houses.
You may be wondering what drives the minds and hearts of
missionaries such as Bishop Duffy and White Fathers, Capuchins,
Spiritins and dedicated Presentation Sisters and others? Pope Paul VI
hit on it when he wrote “By her very nature, the Church is essentially
missionary“(Ad gentes, 20). When Christ invades hearts and minds
and brings his brand of true love and peace to fruition people want
to share that pearl of great price; they almost automatically move
into mission mode and become evangelizers. Thus the Gospel reached
Zambia just 118 years ago by intrepid European missionaries and
now the country is one third catholic. But it is a young Church and
a relatively very poor one. For instance the nine priests in Mongu do
not receive a wage and are only provided with the bare essentials of
life. They live like their struggling people.
They all still depend on the annual allowance of the Pontifical
Mission Societies and some other agencies. Like St Paul we are asked
“not to grow weary in doing good works”. Through the Missionz
office you are able to be missionaries ‘at a distance’ by taking a
strong interest in mission matters, keeping them in your regular
Masses and prayers and by sparing donations for them not just when
you have some spare cash but even out of ordinary income. Let’s be
part of the building of the Church – worldwide.

Mother and Infant Care Programme – Mongu
Mothers with HIV AIDS are getting
life-saving help from two American
Sisters who provide free milk
powder formula for the babies as
an intervention to prevent them
contracting the disease.
The mothers agree not to breast feed
for 6 months, by which time the babies’
immune system will be strong enough to
resist HIV. Sr Rose provides formula, bottles, soap
and teaching on how to prepare safe water;
Plunket type help and all done freely as it is
funded mainly by Californian Catholics.
Bishop Duffy is using the New Zealand gift
to care for his clergy and people
with new parish
plants, for radio
productions
and general
costs in a
diocese where
money is
scarce.

Highlights Of New Zealand Bishop’s Letter
Faithful to Jesus’ command,
his followers have made the
commission to “go and teach
all nations” their own. In this
place we are the people who
have received the gift of faith.
Our faith is a gift received, and
a gift to be given.
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There are still millions of people in
God’s world who have not had the
opportunity to hear the Good News.
As disciples of Jesus in the present day it is within our
power and capacity to pass on the gift we have received.
We are all able to pray that the Good News of Jesus will
be heard and embraced by those who seek.
In developing countries the material poverty of the
people means that the Church needs support as it provides
pastoral care, education and healthcare. The Church in
these countries needs assistance in training seminarians,
in the provision of spiritual formation and in its
evangelizing mission.
Please respond generously to the Mission Sunday
Collection. John Dew DD, Archbishop of Wellington,
President, NZCBC.
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Holy Childhood
Sister Anne Finnerty, SHSp
To help widows and grandmothers to keep vulnerable
children, especially girls in school so that they complete
their education.
The novitiate of the Sisters of the Holy Spirit and Mary Immaculate
is located outside Mongu Township near a huge village. At least
1/3 of the households are occupied by an elderly grandmother or a
widow who is attempting to care for orphans and/or grandchildren.
The fathers/grandfathers either have abandoned the family or are
dead, mostly due to HIV/AIDS, so the women become the only
parents these very vulnerable children have. There is no source of
income, but the guardian is expected to clothe, feed, educate and find
shelter for the children.
Through the other sources of funding, mostly from family and
friends, the Sisters of the Holy Spirit and Mary Immaculate have been
able to provide these guardians with housing and even have assisted
some to start their own micro-projects to help them to become selfsustaining. They try to give them some food when they come to the
door. The biggest needs are money for education and warm clothing.
Technically, primary education in Zambia is free. However, children
cannot attend school without school supplies, shoes, uniforms,
schools fees, exam fees, etc. The result is that many, many children
in this village cannot go to school after they become dependent on
the widow or the grandmother, so they are to be seen around the
village and the local supermarket every day, dressed like urchins, and
begging from everyone. The only future for them is life on the streets
if someone does not see to it that they stay in school.
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During the
cold season, the
women go to the
Sisters to beg
for blankets to
keep the children
warm. This, too,
is a critical need
of the children.
With a little help they can purchase sweaters and jackets fairly
inexpensively in the local markets.
Thanks to the grant from the Holy Childhood two years ago the
Sisters were able to keep about 80 children in school. Now the cost
of everything has increased and the number of needy children is
increasing but, encouraged by the generosity of the Holy Childhood,
the Sisters are again appealing for assistance for these destitute
children and desperate women.

Mass Stipends
Parishes and parishioners are invited to direct Mass
stipends to us for forwarding to needy missions.
“Thank you for the two hundred Mass
stipends. It is a big help as you know
Zambia is one of the poorest countries in
the world with over 80% of the people
living in poverty according to U.N.
statistics. Needless to say our Zambian
priests come from these poor families and
the Mass stipends are their only source of
income. None of our parishes are able to support their priests.
We have to subsidize each of the parishes on monthly basis”.

Fraternally in Jesus and Mary
Bishop Paul Duffy O.M.I. Mongo Diocese in West Zambia.
Send Stipends to: Missionz, PO Box 12322, Thorndon,
Wellington 6144

Remember Missionz in Your Will
Your support can continue after your passing on. A bequest
can be a permanent investment for the Missions.
A form of your Will.
“I give and bequeath to Missionz the sum of $……… to be
invested for the benefit of the Pope’s Mission Societies”
Your lawyer can arrange this or call us on (04) 472 2210
See explanation on our website www.missionz.co.nz

A Mission Box in
Every Classroom and
Every Home
“Marty the Missionary” has
made his appearance in all
primary schools in October –
Mission Month 2010.
His task is to remind all Kiwi
children of the mission of the
Church to offer the friendship of
Jesus to all children and especially those who are desperately poor.
Collecting funds for the Missions was once strongly promoted by
religious teachers such as the Marist brothers and Mission sisters.
They had confreres working in far away mission lands and found the
Mission Box an effective way of making known the needs of children
in Africa, the Pacific and Asia and helping them by prayers and
donations. Over the years forming our children in mission awareness
has somewhat slipped off the radar screen. The appearance of Marty
should help revamp a sense of Mission.
Mass-goers have welcomed the reappearance of this new version
of the Mission Money Box. When offered at Parish Masses scores have
been snapped up for home use.
Funds raised, especially in Mission Month, by class activities and
parishioners’ donations, will help the children we are supporting in the
school project in Assam, India.
Could you help us by getting a supply and distribute them in your
parish? Contact us soon.
MISSIONZ News
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World
India – An Update on Gulbarga
In 2008 we sent $NZ 100,000 to help fund a new seminary
in a new Diocese.
“We are thankful to you for the funds you gave us for the
minor seminary. We have not yet started the building. We have
just purchased new land for the purpose in Gulbarga, and have
taken possession of it. I intend to start the construction in December
this year.
Earlier on when we were about to start the work in Bidar the land
was taken over by the Govt. for roading purposes. I hope, now we
can go ahead. The land we had to buy is very close to the degree
college run by the Jesuits. This would help our seminarians have
the benefit of college studies close by. Hope you understand the
difficulties and tolerate us”.

Port-au-Prince and affected 20 percent of the country did not
physically damage many of the social projects of religious orders
outside of the capital. But the Catholic missions that opened their
arms to people who fled the city say they are now struggling, and the
church is now helping. In September we sent $US 5000 from the Holy
Childhood donations of 2009 to Bishop Simon Pierre Saint-Hillien to
assist him in the urgent needs of children.

New Zealand – Our Website

Lovingly yours, Robert Miranda

Haiti – Struggling Schools
Catholic schools and orphanages in the Haitian countryside
that took in thousands of children displaced by the January
earthquake are buckling under the increased financial
strain, administrators say.
Outside of Les Cayes, a city on Haiti’s south western peninsula
about 120 miles from the capital, one school took in 350 children.
Another saw its expenses swell by thousands of dollars. Others
are running out of space for the new enrollees. Many say they are
struggling to pay the bills. The January earthquake that destroyed
10

MISSIONZ News

Issue 6, October 2010

Key in – www.missionz.co.nz
Hit “Cath News” for a daily round up of Catholic News.
Hit “You-Tube” for videos on Rome Reports and Vatican News.
See many more Missionary stories. Easy to make donation to
support Missionaries.

New Guinea – Nuns are Unsung Heroes
Church-run health programs have helped plateau new HIV
infections in Papua New Guinea, said a health expert Dr
Mike Toole at a United Nations development conference in
Melbourne. The Nuns and priests are “unsung heroes”.
Half of hospitals and services in the country are run by churches,
one quarter of them by the Catholic Church. A rapid expansion of
HIV testing centres – from 15 to 178 in the past five years – has
seen 250,000 men and women volunteer for tests in the past two
years, with HIV less prevalent in both rural and urban populations.
“For many years I’ve heard pessimism and alarmism, but that is an
extraordinary achievement,” Dr Toole said.
The forum at the UN conference heard presentations by two
nuns who work as nurses, midwives and HIV counsellors, and by a
priest who works as a surgeon. All practice in remote parts of the
Highlands, where the HIV spread is most concentrated, and where
tribal and domestic violence are also in epidemic proportions.

A Prayer for Missionaries
We thank you Jesus our Shepherd and Saviour for
your living among us.
We ask you to walk beside your missionaries as
they seek to proclaim your Gospel. Cherish, guide, and
strengthen them; help them to be patient when they
meet frustrations, and encourage them when they are
disappointed.
Lead them and us along the path you desire for the
spread of the Gospel.
For you live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit for ever. AMEN
Mary, Queen of Apostles, pray for us.
St Francis Xavier, pray for us.

Sri Lanka – Mission School Hero
The world’s top wicket taker has paid
tribute to his Catholic education after
calling time on an illustrious international
cricket career that saw him reach 800
wickets in his final Test match.
“I was blessed with excellent priests, teachers and coaches,” Sri
Lanka’s Muthiah “Murali” Muralitharan said recently. The combination
of playing cricket and studying hard at St. Anthony’s College, in

Kandy put him in good stead for his future cricketing career. “I was
exceptionally well prepared for the game,” he added Muralitharan,
38. He is a Tamil Hindu but his father was determined to send him
and his three brothers to a Christian school.“Christian schools provide
better education, sports and moral development,” said his father.
It was also where Muralitharan developed a strong character and
learned to take knocks in his stride. These lessons were to serve him
well during his outstanding career.
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October Missionz Appeal.
I wish to donate to needy missions.
Name: Mr/Mrs/Ms/Fr/Sr/Br…………………………………………
Address……………………………………………………………
Town/City…………………………………………………………
Postal Code………………………………………………………
Email ……………………………………………………………

Missionz Shop
Here are four helps to prayer. They have been designed by
various Pontifical Mission Society personnel and are now
available to purchase from us.
Novel ‘Roll-a-Prayer Box’
A youngster’s bed time prayer aid.
Sells at $5.00 plus postage.

Ph ………………………………………………………………
Here is my gift $………………………cash/cheque.
Make direct payment anytime to our National Bank account
060-411-0021447-00 (Please include name and address details).
Or debit my credit card for $……………………
Visa

MasterCard

Name on Card. ……………………………………………………

Missions Money Boxes
For class or family or individual use. No
charge. Free for Mission donations.
– All profits go to Pope’s Mission Societies
– Become a Children’s Mission Partner.
$15.00 monthly.

Expiration Date……………………………………………………
Card number
Direct my support to:
Propagation of the Faith – spreading the Faith
St Peter the Apostle – for seminarians/Novices.

Prayers and Reflections
This is a new version from Ireland. Very
brief inspirational prayers and illustrations.
Sells at 50 cents which includes GST.
Plus packaging and postage.

Holy Childhood – aid for health and education
Pay $15.00 a month as Children’s Mission Partner (Send me a 		
bank auto-payment form).
Give $500.00 to support a seminarian for one year.
Give $250.00 to support sister novice for one year.
Send to: Missionz Office, PO Box 12322
Thorndon Wellington 6144
You will be sent a receipt in acknowledgement of your gift

Mission Rosary
Bishop Fulton Sheen originated this five
coloured decades of the rosary to pray
for the mission of the Church on the five
continents. Leaflet included.
Sell at $1.00 each which includes GST.
Plus packaging and postage.

