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“Let us all together help the world’s poor children” – Pope Benedict XVI



To Africa with Love
Pope Benedict’s visit to the 

African countries of Cameroon 
and Angola in March made a big 
impact on him. He was impressed 
with “The visible joy in the faces 
of the people, the joy of feeling 

part of the family of God” and “the strong sense of the sacred 
that one breathes in the liturgical celebrations”.  This is heartening 
considering the huge missionary effort European Catholics have 
made to evangelize its numerous peoples.

The London “Tablet” noted that in 1900 AD there were10 
million Christians in Africa just 10% of the population. In 2000 
AD there were 360 million Christians - 46%. So in spite of war, 
famine, ongoing poverty and controversies the Catholic Church has 
become rooted in the lives of so many of its people. Your prayers and 
financial support on Mission Sunday makes you a partner in such a 
mission; in the call of Jesus to “Go. Make disciples of all nations”.

Missionz Office 
1B/33 Kaiwharawhara Road 
P O Box 12322 Thorndon; Wellington 6144 
Phone : (04) 472-2210.   Email : pmsnz@xtra.co.nz                       

Missionz is the National Office for the three 
Pontifical Mission Societies.

There is just one annual national appeal for financial support 
for those who work in mission lands – that occurs in mid October 
each year. The special parish collection is destined to help build up 
the Church in mostly poor, third world communities. The money is 
distributed each August to all 1100 Missionary Bishops and the 
special projects they put before the Propagation of the Faith.  Many 
eagerly await that annual assistance. (See P5).

The total collection from Mission Sunday in 2008 came to 
$132,764.00

Auckland           $57,631.95             Hamilton    $21,787.50

Palmerston Nth  $25,966.68             Wellington $33,685.40

Christchurch       $32,582.85            Dunedin    $16,583.35

Your support helps equip front line missionaries to proclaim Christ 
and the Church.

Director 
Fr Paul G Shannahan sm.  Secretary: Mrs Kathleen Casey.

Diocesan Directors
Monsignor Vincent Walker (Dn)   
Fr Chris Friel (ChCh)  
Fr Patrick Bridgman (Wgton)  
Fr Bernard O’Donnell (P Nth) 
Fr Frank O’Regan (Ham)   
Fr Benedict Francis (Ak).

Father Paul G Shannahan sm



As the representative of Pope Benedict XVI to so many of 
the Pacific Islands – 19 different territories  and based in 
Wellington – I have been able to experience the “joys and 
hopes, the grief’s and the anxieties” (Gaudium et Spes,  
No. 1) of the People of God, the Church, in this region of  
the world.

I have visited many schools and religious houses, which bear 
witness to the Church’s efforts in education and formation.  In many 
places, men and women of different ages are responding to the call 
to serve God and the Church as priests and religious, as deacons, 
catechists and prayer leaders.  Lay involvement in the life of the 
Church is very strong and in many places young people are also 
playing their part.  These are some of the joys and hopes.

At the same time, many communities are small and separated 
by great distances.  From some of my visits, such as to Tokelau, 
isolation is a real problem as are the difficulties of transport and 
communication.  On many of the outer islands, the presence of a 
priest for sacramental ministry is infrequent.  These are some of the 
grief’s and sorrows.

The aid that comes from the Pontifical Mission Societies is essential 
for the life of the Church in the Pacific Islands.  The resources are few 
and the needs are many.  In a time of worldwide financial difficulty, 
the local churches in the Pacific fear that they will be among the first 
to suffer, as contributions from abroad are in danger of declining.  
It is in a time like this that these churches count on the support of 
their brothers and sisters who, following the teaching of the Gospel, 
continue to express their generosity.

As Our Lord Jesus Christ sacrificed himself on the cross and rose 
from the dead to new life for our salvation, so may our sacrifices help 
to bring life to those in need.
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Archbishop C. Balvo DD, Highlights Mission Needs

Archbishop Charles Balvo installing Fr Raymond Sabio MSC as Prefect 
Apostolic in the Marshall Is.

Mass Stipends
Having a Mass offered by a priest for loved ones is a very 

Catholic tradition. You could further help Missionaries by 
sending us your requests and we will arrange with a needy 
Missionary Bishop to have Masses offered for your intentions.

The customary stipend $10-00 obliges the celebrant to offer 
Mass for what you request.  It is a good way to connect with 
the Missions as well as contributing to the practical, daily needs 
of Missionaries. Send Mass Stipends to Missionz PO Box 12322, 
Thorndon Wellington 6144



We will be taking the first batch of candidates to priesthood this 
year in June 2009. We have planned to accommodate them in a 
boarding of the boys high school a place close to the proposed minor 
seminary.   Please keep us in your prayers.”  

Sent by Robert Miranda DD, Bishop of Gulbarga.

Patroness Of Missions Inspires Still
The Relics of St Therese of Liseaux toured 
throughout New Zealand during September/
October 2005 in a “Pilgrimage of Grace”. The 
visit saw full congregations greet her remains 
and an outpouring of devotion was evident. The 

relics brought to life her amazing but short life.  
Although never leaving her Carmelite Monastery in 

France she became the Patroness of the Missions 
because of her prayerful zeal to see Christ and the Church shared 
with all peoples.

After all expenses had been attended to there was an excess of 
$3,973.13 from the Wellington Archdiocese whose organiser, Mary 
Heffernan, passed on to Missionz and the Society of St Peter the 
Apostle for the training of students and religious in Mission lands 
after getting the approval of Archbishop John Dew of Wellington.  

This donation has been added to the Catholic Women’s League 
annual collection of $3,226.00 plus what many priests and the 
Carmelite Sisters give annually.  Thanks to all.  

There are over 900 seminaries in mission lands. Your support is  
so appreciated.

Supporting Vocations In Mission Lands

No Seminary Building In Gulbarga – yet
A year ago Missionz sent almost 

$100,000 to help fund a new seminary 
in the new dioceses of Gulbarga which is 
inland from Mumbai in North West India.  
Bishop Robert Miranda explains why the 
money has not yet been spent.

“We thank you and your community 
for supporting us and contributing a generous subsidy for the 
construction of a minor seminary in this new diocese.  But I am sorry 
to say that we not been able to make use of the subsidy till now. 

As I said in my last e-mail, we have lost around 2.5 acres of 
prime land at Bidar. The government has already taken it over for a 
proposed ring road that passes through our land.  It was prize land.  
We have submitted afresh our application to the town municipality 
seeking permission to build the minor seminary in another location 
in the same property.  The procedure, unfortunately takes a pretty 
long time here. Until the general election gets over, no one attends 
these works in the office.  We have to convert our land into “non- 
agricultural land” first and then seek the permission for construction. 
But we should be able to begin this work by the end of this year. 

It must have been a great struggle for you to collect the funds 
for us. But we assure you, we will not use those funds for any other 
purpose. Please communicate our difficulties to your community and 
tell them that we are working at it. 

St Peter Apostle
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The longing and waiting for funds
Another year goes by and we wonder 
if the Sunday School Programme at the 
Diocesan Training Centre will be able to 
continue next year. Funds are running 
low. How do we tell people sorry, we 
are not able to continue – these people 
who are so keen to learn and lead.

August is here and we watch the mail every 
day to see if there is a letter from the Apostolic Nunciature.  Finally 
it appears and with trembling hands we open it…Yes. Hooray.  We 
have our subsidy for the next year.  Phones begin to ring, radio 
messages are exchanged on the two-way radio sharing the good 
news. Our allocation has arrived. It is exciting and humiliating to 
know that we are thought of by other Catholics.

This hopeful waiting happens annually in many Third World 
Churches as they await their allocations from the Pontifical Missions 
Societies –the Propagation of the Faith (Mission Sunday), St Peter the 
Apostle, Holy Childhood. Months before the Bishop or his Chancellor 
had applied to Rome for funds and now they have arrived

You may not realize it but that is what your giving on Mission 
Sunday is doing.

Here we pray often for Mission personnel and that is essential but 
we embellish our prayer by sharing from our own resources. One of 
the great characteristics of Jesus mission to his apostles was to send 
them out to be with the poor and vulnerable are…and in our time 
the poor abound in the Third World Dioceses.

We read of St Paul appealing to one Church to help another (2 
Cor:8) and the blessings incurred because of that. Where people are 
poor there is not much they can contribute to their local Church.

It is difficult for most Kiwis to imagine what it is like in these newly 
emerging Churches.  I often think it would be good for Catholics to go 
on pilgrimage and experience life in the third world. Our local Mahitahi 
raises funds to send skilled volunteers to assist our Pacific Churches 
even for as short a period as 3 months!  Could you?

Some people will say this is the Church again appealing for money. 
But I say, let’s review our priorities on giving. Mission dioceses really 
need the money to get by from year to year... and are faced with 
relying on expensive imports. How do priests, catechists, sisters etc  
get around when fuel prices are high. Of course they must curtail  
their trips.

Yet there are some New Zealand parishes that have money which 
they could not possibly spend with their decreasing numbers…do 
we just leave it in a bank or give it freely to those with whom we are 
united in the faith?

It may be possible to leave something in your Will without upsetting 
members of the family. What a great way that is to be remembered for 
a long time! That was a way of helping the Church in days gone by... 
so now that our town is the whole globe, why not do it that way?

Perhaps now re-read this article and see if you might be the person 
to make a difference to the Pontifical Mission Society giving.  It would 
be a noble legacy to have and to be remembered.

Author Fr Bernard O’Donnell now parish priest of Pahitiatua, 
formally missionary in the Pacific.
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The Church in Mongolia also operates soup kitchens, skills training 
centres, English language schools, kindergartens and a nursery 
school. There are medical clinics and centres for the mentally and 
physically challenged as well.

The social and charitable works helped evangelization Bishop 
Padilla explained, “People started asking questions, wanting to know 
more about the faith of these missionaries who were helping them,”

Evangelization efforts themselves gained momentum with the 
establishment of Catholic parishes in the capital. The first parish, SS. 
Peter and Paul, opened in 1996; it has been joined by three others 
(St. Mary’s, Good Shepherd, and the Church of Our Lady Auxilium) 
and by five mission chapels.

Missionaries Return To Inner Mongolia
A new beginning to plant Christ and the Church in the 
hearts and minds of the Mongolian people is one of the 
fruits of the New Evangelization that was the core of the 
reign of Pope John Paul II.  In just a few short years of 
dedicated effort the faith is taking root.

After the fall of Communism 
in Russia in 1992, the freed 
Mongolia was granted a new 

constitution, one that now allowed 
religious freedom, and paved the way for 

the Church to send missionaries here once again.

In July of that year, three priests of the Congregation of the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary (CICM) arrived — Father Wens 
Padilla and Father Gilbert Sales, both from the Philippines and 
Father Robert Goessens from Belgium. They set up house in the 
capital Ulaanbaatar. Those three remain with now-Bishop Padilla 
today in charge of the Church’s activities there. They have been 
joined by seven additional CICM priests and 54 other missionary 
Sisters, priests and lay persons. Early efforts focused on social, 
developmental, educational and charitable outreach. Among the 
first of these was the missionaries’ work with street children.

Initially, the priests visited the young people where they lived – in 
apartment stairwells or even inside huge utility pipes that provided 
some heat and protection – giving them food and first aid while 
getting to know their problems and needs. The missionaries started 
a home for these children in 1995; today, 120 youths live there, 
with hundreds more coming by for food and clothing.

Propagation of Faith

6 MISSIONZ News     Issue 3, May 2009

Missionaries now serving in Mongolia

In 1992, Mongolia’s new constitution, one that now allowed religious 
freedom, paved the way for the Church to send missionaries here 
once again.



In 1996, four years after missionaries returned to the land of 
Genghis Khan, the Church here had 40 Catholics. At the Easter Vigil 
in 1996, 70 adults and children were welcomed into the Church. The 
total has grown now to over 600.

“It is mostly through their lives, their words and deeds, that 
missionaries and baptized Catholics give witness to their faith,”  
said Bishop Padilla. “They are the evangelizers.”

“When we first arrived, we went out to meet the people and make 
contact especially with young people,” added Salesian Father James 
Cheruwathur.

“The Lord did the rest.” Said one newly baptized person, “I want 
to do good – like Jesus, like the Sisters and Fathers here.”

“I want to do good – like Jesus, like the Sisters and Fathers here,” 
said a newly baptized person.

Bishop Padilla 
and his fellow 
missionaries are 
grateful to the 
Pontifical Mission 
Societies, especially 
the Society for 
the Propagation 
of the Faith and 
Holy Childhood 

Association, for the support of Catholics worldwide for Church 
programmes and parishes in Mongolia.

Newly baptised at St Mary’s Parish.

Bishop Padilla at Mass

“We are all partners in establishing the kingdom of God in this vast 
land of the steppes,” he said. “The hunger and thirst of the people 
here for the living and inspiring word of God keep us tireless in doing 
mission.”

“By our witness of faith and practicing what we preach we educate 
our people to be missionaries themselves,” he added. “Many of them 
are already involved in social outreaches, especially to the poorest of 
the poor.”

New Zealanders share in this outreach enterprise when they support 
Propagation of the Faith on Mission Sunday and of donations to Holy 
Childhood.

Read more at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Catholic_Church

Reporter Ellen O’Brien observed in 2006 “the Catholic Church in 
Mongolia is small,  desperately poor but they love God.”  
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a chest X-ray back at the hospital the next day confirmed TB for him 
as well. The good news was that with simple (and free) medicines 
for 6 months, both she and her baby would be completely cured  She 
may have eventually come to the hospital outpatient clinic herself, 
but she was worried that it would cost too much to get there and her 
family was very poor. By then, she may have infected more people 
and her small child may have been too sick to survive.

Barriers to access for health services can be very challenging for 
the poorest people in this part of rural Assam.  Infectious diseases 
such as malaria, tuberculosis (TB), typhoid, and diarrhea are very 
common. Infant mortality rates and death around childbirth are 
still extremely high. Village ‘health camps’ can provide a way for 
people to be seen early and treated at very little cost to the patient. 
Providing basic antenatal care, screening for TB, giving deworming 
and multivitamin tablets to everyone seen has a proven substantial 
health effect at minimal cost.

Our family has been in Assam, northeast India for a year and we 
are returning soon for a further 2 years as volunteers at the Catholic 
Mission Hospital, Borgang which is about 6 hours drive upriver 
from the state’s largest city, Guwahati.  This 120 bed hospital has 
been serving the rural poor for 35 years with high quality low-cost 
inpatient, outpatient and village outreach services.  There are around 
500,000 people within 2 hours of the hospital, mostly in villages.

The opportunity to live simply in community with hospital staff and 
religious has been wonderfully satisfying and joyful.  We can bring 
skills that complement those of the team already there and help put 
in place sustainable improvements in health care delivery to the local 
population.

On A Mission Of Healing
Medical Drs Harry and Amanda McNaughton of Otaki parish 
work among the very poor in Assam, Northeast India. 
Through the Emmanuel Hospital Association they have 
made their way to serve in the Tezpur Diocese under Bishop 
Robert Kerketta SDB who gets some support from the 
worldwide Pontifical Mission Societies.

She was about the 
20th person we had seen 
that afternoon.  We had 
set up the clinic outside 
in a small village of 
thatched – roof mud huts 
just a couple of tables, 
a bench and plenty of 
people.

 It was getting dark 
– we’d arrived a couple 
of hours later than 
planned – so 2 oil lamps 
were casting a rather 
eerie glow and possibly 
keeping some of the 

mosquitoes away.  She had been coughing for the last few weeks, 
had fevers and was tired and breathless.  She looked as if she had 
lost weight, had abnormal sounds in her chest and we had little 
doubt that she had tuberculosis (TB). We collected a sputum (phlegm) 
specimen which confirmed TB.  Her small child was also coughing and 

Holy Childhood
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the children were malnourished. They must burn 100’s of calories just 
getting to school up and down these steep hill paths.”

This Otaki family have gladly returned to the poor in India as 
volunteer missionaries.

Harry (physician/neurologist) and Amanda (physician/respiratory 
specialist) are both practicing doctors. Amanda’s main role has been 
continuing the home-schooling of our children (Gillian 13, Andrew 11 
and John 9) and she also helps out in the hospital and village clinics. 

We welcome visitors, pen friends, prayers and any support for the 
Medical Trust now established.

Contact details: Harry and Amanda McNaughton, Catholic Mission 
Hospital, Borgang, District Sonitpur, Assam 784167, India.  
Email: harrymcn@gmail.com

Life In The Himalayas 
The first appointment the two Drs McNaughton had last 
year was in north west India high up in the Himalayas at the 
remote village They wrote. 

We are 2,000m up in a small village called Jibhi…not on any 
maps, nearest town Banjar. The clinic serves a rural population of 
about 60,000.

The road in and out of here is like the drive to our house at best. 
Meeting other vehicles is very scary. Especially local buses with 100 
people inside and 100 people on the roof.

There’s no clean water or sewage provided or rubbish collection. 
The people here are incredibly fit, but not always healthy, there is 
a lot of TB and other chest illnesses. The diet here is home grown 
fruit and vegetables, whatever is in season, home grown/watermill 
ground wheat/flour and bought in rice and lentils. The local children 
are all very small for their ages (ours look huge in comparison). The 
team here recently did a survey for world vision and found 85% of 

This is a local 
primary school 
for ages 5-10, 
one (rather 
bored) teacher, 
30 children, 
learning by 
chanting and 
writing on 
wooden slates 
with a stick 
dipped in ink.

Dr Amanda and three McNaughton children in front.



Thailand – Bangkok
The Church in Thailand is preparing new 

missionaries for mission, especially for 
evangelization of other Asian countries.  Fr. 
Raffaele Manenti, (Pontifical Institute for Foreign 
Missions), PIME, is coordinating preparation 

courses and taking care of the religious now 
present in Thailand and Cambodia. In northern 

Thailand, they work in the tribes living in the mountains, 
who are of diverse ethnic origins (Akha, Lahu, Mong, 
Kamu, Lao), almost all of whom are from Myanmar and 

Laos. Their main task is to form the youth and the Catholic leaders, 
so they can defend their people from exploitation in the form of 
prostitution, drug-dealing, and other persons. The Thai missionaries 
are primarily looking towards the bordering countries like Myanmar 
and Laos, where they hope to start new missions. There are already 
several present in Cambodia, very active in helping the people to 
re-establish themselves following the Khmer Rouge. _However the 
mission will also include countries like Mongolia and Kazakhstan: 
where the Catholic communities are still small, are a vast area ready 
for a new evangelization.

CHINA – Beijing
Various Chinese Catholic communities 

throughout the mainland are living this Lent 
with an emphasis on spirituality and fasting, 
based on Pope Benedict’s Message for Lent 
2009.

World
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New Zealand
The iconic St Gerard’s Monastery in Wellington dominates the city 

landscape. In the early 90’s the Redemptorist Order sold it to I.C.P.E 
– the International Catholic Programme for Evangelization – a lay 
missionary community that first came to life in Malta.

They run training programmes and formation of young people and 
those young in heart to equip them to be strong and well informed in 
the Catholic faith and able to lead others into the Church. 

Nine of this group photo are on a five months live-in discipleship 
school at St Gerard’s that they have had to fund. They come from 
New Zealand, Korea, Singapore, Canada, England and Indonesia. 
Their presence brings a new zest to the youth scene in the Capital.

The ICPE community has been running retreats, school missions 
and outreach work in parishes around New Zealand. In Wellington 
they are involved in the soup kitchen ministry, prison ministry and 
youth work.  They welcome invitations to do missions and outreach 
work. Email them at new-zealand@icpe.org 



Over one hundred lay faithful from the Parish of Gong Ming Lu, of 
the Diocese of Zheng Zhou, participated in the 7-day spiritual retreat 
held March 2-8, on the Word of God.

For the faithful of the Catholic community in Hu Zhuang, in the 
District of Mount Ping Yin during Lent made a pilgrimage to their 
famous Shrine of St Joseph. Led by the priests and laity from the 
Child Jesus Charity Foundation, over 100 faithful went on the 
pilgrimage walking 30 kilometers and meditating on the Stations of 
the Cross and praying the Rosary. 

Some 50 priests from the Province of Si Chuan went on the retreat 
led by Fr Larry Lewis, Maryknoll missionary, held February 27 to 
March 5. They focused on the spiritual and moral assistance following 
the earthquake tragedy of May 12 of last year, as the epicenter 
was in this area. “Accepting man’s limitations is the start to better 
understanding the Lord’s Power. With this conviction, and the power 
of the Word of God, we face the challenge of evangelization and 
life.” Many other activities are being reported.

Philippines –Alaminos Diocese
Radio stations run by the Church 

are a feature in many mission lands. 
Such is the case in a poor diocese 
north of Manila where Aracelli Vargas 
(pictured) controls the day to day 
running of radio station DZWM  on 

AM and DWTJ on FM in very humble surroundings. Fr Edwardo Inacay 
oversees the operations.  For several hours a day news, educative 
programmes and music reach out to many village homes that have 
no telephones or TV.  Radios are a vital means of communication 

here.  In 2007 a huge storm bowled over the two, one hundred foot 
high towers. The Bishop applied to Propagation of the Faith for funds 
and New Zealand made a contribution of $6,000 from our Mission 
Sunday appeal.   One tower has been restored so far.

Some Catholic Statistics
Radio Vatican and other media have reported statistics for 2007. 

They reveal the number of Catholics worldwide grew from 1.131 
billion in 2006 to 1.147 billion.

Asia saw an increase of 1.7 percent in this period. The percentage 
of Catholics worldwide remained stable, at about 17.3 percent of 
the global population UCA News reports the number of Catholic 
priests worldwide rose from 405,178 in 2000 to 408,024 in 2007, 
after markedly dropping in the previous two decades... The increase 
for Asia and Africa was 21.2 percent and 27.6 percent respectively.          
The number of priests in America remained “stable”.  In Europe and 
Oceania saw a drop of 6.8 percent and 5.5 percent respectively. 

Vatican Web Site Introduces Chinese
A Vatican press release has announced that its official Web site 

will include a section with Chinese characters, both traditional and 
simplified, so that “Internet users from throughout the world will be 
able to navigate in Chinese to access the texts of His Holiness Pope 
Benedict XVI.”

With this latest development, there will be eight languages in 
which one can access Vatican information: Italian, English, French, 
Spanish, German, Portuguese, Latin and Chinese. Latin, the official 
language of the Catholic Church, was introduced to the site on May 
9, 2008.Vatican Web site: www.vatican.va
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May Missionz Appeal.

I wish to donate to needy missions. 

Name: Mr/Mrs/Ms/Fr/Sr/Br………………………………………

Address…………………………………………………………

Town/City………………………………………………………

Postal Code……………………………………………………

Email …………………………………………………………

Ph……………………………………………………………

Send to:    Missionz Office, P O Box 12322  
 Thorndon Wellington  6144

You will be sent a receipt in acknowledgement of your gift 

Here is my gift $...............................cash/cheque. 

c Make direct payment anytime to our National Bank account – 
060-411-0021447-00 (Please include name and address details).

Or debit my credit card  for  $………………..…  

c Visa   c MasterCard  c Other…………...

Name on Card. …………………………………………………       

Expiration Date…………………………………………………

Card number cccc cccc cccc cccc

Direct my support to:

c St Peter the Apostle – for seminarians/Novices.

c Holy Childhood – aid for health and  education

c Propagation of the Faith – spreading the Faith

c Pay $15.00 a month as Children’s Mission Partner (Send me a 
bank auto-payment form).

c Give $500.00 to support a seminarian for one year.

c Give $250.00 to support sister novice for one year.

Missionz Shop
Here are three helps to prayer. They have been designed by various 
Pontifical Mission Society personal and are now available to 
purchase from us.

Year of St Paul Prayer.

This image of St Paul was designed by a priest 
in Manila.

The lovely prayer captures Paul’s drive to live 
and share Christ Jesus.

Sells at $5-00 for 20. $15-00 for 60 Includes 
GST plus postage

Prayers and Reflections

This is a new version from Ireland. Very brief 
inspirational prayers and  illustrations.  5000 used 
here in 2008.

Sells at 50 cents which includes GST Plus packaging 
and postage

Mission Rosary

Bishop Fulton Sheen originated this five coloured 
decades of the rosary to pray for the mission of the 
Church on the five continents.  Leaflet included.

Sell at 80 cents each which includes GST. Plus 
packaging and postage.


