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All are 
called to 
mission

St Paul the Apostle “Woe to me if I do not preach the Gospel.” 1st Corinth 9:16



In Mission – In Poverty
Have you had a face to face 

experience with real poverty in 
a third world country? It is very 
humbling even shocking; at least 
that is what was for me with visits 
to a squatter’s area in downtown 
Manila and to the backblocks of 
New Guinea in the past year. 

It has deepened my resolve to communicate the basic needs 
of vast numbers of innocent people and to do what is possible to 
support the men and women missionaries who labour in the midst 
of poverty to bring the love of Jesus and the life changing power of 
the gospel to them and initiatives to work for social change. 

The Mission Sunday words of Pope Benedict XVI are challenging. 
“I invite you to reflect on the continuing urgency to proclaim the 
gospel in our times. The missionary mandate continues to be an 
absolute priority for all the baptised.” 

Missionz Office 
1B/33 Kaiwharawhara Road 
P O Box 12322 Thorndon; Wellington 6144 
Phone : (04) 472-2210.   Email : pmsnz@xtra.co.nz                       

Missionz is the National Office for the three 
Pontifical Mission Societies.

Many of the stories in our second issue of Missionz News illustrate 
the practical reality our missionaries work in and invite us to pray for 
and support them. It does that for me.

Front Cover Image of St Paul
Fr Armand Tangi - a priest of the Society of St Paul in the 

Philippines produced this painting for the “Year of St Paul” initiated 
by Pope Benedict XVI on the 29th of June. It has been widely 
distributed there and Missionz was granted permission to use it for 
our Mission Sunday appeal.

Fr Armand is celebrating 25 years of priesthood on December 8th 
2008.  His overseer Fr Domie Guzman ssp said they are in the process 
of collecting his other paintings of  Jesus as ”Emmanuel” to be 
published in Manila soon. Ad multos annos to Fr Tangi.ssp
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The Rarotonga Diocese, like 
all Dioceses, is named after 
the place where the Bishop 
resides. However, the Diocese 
of Rarotonga covers a huge 
area – mainly water – which 
is about the size of Western 
Europe…

It consists of many, many small 
islands scattered and dispersed over 
the vast area.  Most of these islands 
have no resident priest. The priest 
visits from time to time, sometimes 

only once a year. In the meantime, the catholic flock that live on the 
island is cared for spiritually by a local man who lives on the island, 
whom we call the Catechist. 

The Catechist, his wife and family are appointed leaders of the 
local Church by the Bishop. They are the prayer leaders, the teachers 
of the Faith, the ones who prepare the children for the Sacraments,  
the organisers of the youth, the choir and everything else which 
concerns the life of the Church in that place. 

One of the main concerns of the Bishop is the on-going formation 
of these Catechists and their families. So, every two years we used 
to call all of them to gather for a Retreat and Formation Period. 
Usually this was in Rarotonga because the transport – plane or ship 
– originated there and returned there.  Feeding them, was huge. The 
travel costs alone were worth more than the Diocese could afford. 

The expense of bringing all these families to Rarotonga for a few 
weeks, of accommodating and feeding them, was huge. The travel 
costs alone were worth more than the Diocese could afford. The 
Diocese had little income, few resources, and minimum cash.

Where did we get the funds to organise and run such Seminars for 
the Catechists?

One of the main sources was the Pontifical Mission Aid Society. 
We would apply to the PMS and the annual General Meeting would 
either approve or reject. We depended on the funds from PMS 
for such Seminars, but also for much of the running costs of the 
Diocese…for the priests’ travel around the islands, for expenses to 
help the school fees of seminarians, for the Religious Programmes 
in the Diocese. For all these, we were heavily reliant on the help and 
generosity of benefactors; and in great part the PMS.

I can remember waiting with bated breath (and Rosary in hand!!) 
for news of the Grants from PMS. 

Often our Bank Balance was at rock bottom, and we would be 
delighted and very grateful to get the cheque from the Pontifical 
Mission Societies. And, I know many other “mission” dioceses which 
are so poor that they need the annual Grant to survive.

I can assure you that the Grants from the PMS are of huge 
importance to the work of missionaries and your generosity is much 
appreciated by those who benefit from it.

Wellingtonian Bishop Robin Leamy sm spent most of his years 
working in the Pacific. He was made bishop of the Cook Islands until 
he moved to Auckland where he now assists Bishop Pat Dunn DD.
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Bishop Leamy sm

Bishop Leamy sm, Relied heaverly on Pontifical Aid



Launch Out
In the vast sea of this world, we can launch our nets without fear, 

confident in the aid of Jesus. My brother bishops, you know you can 
rely on the strength that comes from Him. Inspired by Paul “Woe is 
me if I do not preach the Gospel” each bishop – consecrated not only 
for his diocese but for the salvation of the whole world – is called 
to reach out to those who are far away and do not yet know Christ. 
Priests, co-operators with their bishops, are called to be generous 
pastors and enthusiastic evangelisers. The vocation of religious is 
marked by a strong missionary connotation, involved in bringing 
the proclamation of the Gospel to everyone. Laity are called by the 
witness of their lives to take part in an increasingly important way in 
spreading the Gospel.

Role of the PMS
May the celebration of Mission Sunday lead to a renewed 

awareness of the urgent need to proclaim the Gospel. I thank the 
Pontifical Mission Societies. They are a valid instrument for animating 
and forming the People of God to be involved in missionary activity. 
They nurture the communion of persons and goods between the 
different parts of the Mystical Body of Christ. 

May the collection that is taken in all parishes on Mission Sunday be 
a sign of communion and mutual concern among the Churches. May 
prayer, the essential spiritual means for spreading among all peoples 
the light of Christ be intensified even more in the Christian faithful.

Proclaim the Gospel
In this Jubilee Year dedicated to 

St Paul, we are reminded of the 
urgency to proclaim the Gospel to 
the ends of the world. There can 
be no slackening or stagnation 
in the essential mission of the 
Church to evangelise all people. 
Today there are countless people 
thirsting for hope and love 
who are still waiting for the 
proclamation of the Gospel.

Hope and Love
The Gospel is a life changing 

communication that gives hope.  
Without Christ, humanity is without hope because it is without 
God. God is the great hope that sustains the whole of life. Paul 
experienced and understood that redemption and mission are 
the work of God and his love. The love of God for us prods us to 
missionary activity. Evangelisers must drink from the original source, 
which is Jesus Christ. It is from his pierced heart that the love of 
God flows. Only from this source can care, tenderness, compassion, 
hospitality, availability and interest in people’s problems be drawn.

St Peter Apostle
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The Message Of Pope Benedict XVI For Mission Sunday 2008
A summary version for your reflective reading



A Missionary Shares on Coping with Danger  
and Violence 

Taihape born Marist Tony O’Connor has 
spent most of his priesthood working 
in South America. This year he moved 
to Venezuela. Here he shares something 
of being a Missionary in the needy 
and violent suburb of Valencia. It is 
not always pretty in Venezuela but not 
always bad either as he wrote in a 
subsequent letter. 

Once again I send you my best wishes from Venezuela. It is still hot 
here, although the rains are slowly beginning, so the snakes are coming 
out of the grass and you can hear the frogs singing most nights. 

I have just come back from blessing another body. This time Olmer 
Enrique 16 years old shot in the chest the night before last. He lived 
across the road from our school. It is the second time he had been 
shot. This time it was fatal. Before he died he said “God gave me a 
second chance and I did not take advantage of it.” So I suppose if he 
said that then he made his peace with God.

Crowds of people were at the wake some falling over with so much 
grief, the mother, the grandparents, from a large well known family 
some of whom are church goers.

Before he died he spoke with his mates so they will know who did it 
so the revenge chain will continue and there may well be another body 
to bless in a day or two. There is so much uncontrollable grief you can 
see why there is so much revenge. 

Apparently I live in one of the most violent places in the world. 
The number of young men between the age of 15 and 24 who die 
from violence in this area and especially in my neighbourhood is 
phenomenal. 

Last Tuesday night we had some 20 young people in the church and 
as they were almost about to leave they were accosted by a gang of 
hooded individuals carrying bags and revolvers. We heard later that 
they were kidnappers who had come to collect or rob ransom money 
for a young lady who had been kidnapped but that the police got on 
their tails so they took refuge in the church.

Luckily they were probably as frightened as we were so let us go on 
our way. Needless to say we did not tell the police that the hooded 
gang were in the church…to do that would be inviting revenge in a 
day or so. 

Here “nobody knows nothing” and very wise too. 

One might even think that we were not just lucky because every one 
would respect a church. But not here.  A month or so ago the people 
were robbed during mass as the gang held firearms to the celebrants’ 
heads saying they would shoot if the people did not cough up.

I am still getting into the school with its great needs. It is certainly in 
a poor and rough area. We need to create a heart in the school so that 
it is a haven for the kids in the chaotic violent jungle it is situated in. 
I have always wanted to be inserted with the poor. I don’t think I ever 
meant this type of poor???, these poor?? But then God always foils us 
and I suspect he is trying to say something.
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Fr Tony O’Connor sm



life in this city of 14 million. It is hard to image that this is an 
improvement with open drains, much unemployment and cramped 
conditions.  Yet there is happiness and laughter and fun here mixed 
with disease, smells and relentless heat.

It is just too hard for me and any New Zealander to comprehend 
how people can live in such atrocious conditions. But this is the face 
and reality of third world existence.

Yet these people are fellow Catholics as well as human beings who 
have their dignity and try to make a life here.  In the midst of this can 
be found the Canossian Daughters of Charity – angels of medical 
care, teaching and health education.  Sister Rita is a bright, dynamic 
36 year old –a force for heath care at the nearby Sisters medical 
centre. She and six other sisters with recovered volunteers run a free 
clinic that scores visit on 6 days a week. They assess each patient, 
treat them with some medications held in their small dispensary most 
of it donated from overseas; there is an x-ray room and dental booth. 
They enjoy the services of doctors from the nearby Catholic university 
along with trainee doctors...

The Taste Of Rank Poverty In Manila
Pictures do not give you the whole story. The stinky 
smells, the sticky heat, the shear poverty of a squatter’s 
shanty town are missing but a personal visit ‘hits’ you in 
the nose and sweat pores.  

Propagation of Faith
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Above: Patient Ulyssess 
stricken with T.B.  
 Left: Cramped living in 
“Happy Land”. 
Right: A one room  
family house

This was my experience in August when visiting the Tondo area of 
Manila city in the Philippines with the unbelievable name of  
“Happy Land”. Over 15,000 adults and children are jammed into 
shacks in an area of no more than half a mile square. Most have 
come from a neighbouring Visayan islands in the hope of a better 



The major work is in dealing with the widespread disease of 
TB in children.  They use the only support government gives – a 
combination of drugs for TB that includes rifanbican. The children 
and some adults like Ulysses (pictured) are given a full meal once a 
day and the parents are trained in health care and diet.  Immunity, 
because of lack of food, is so low that the children easily get TB. 
Living so close together aggravates the problem.  But all recover over 
a period of months with the love and care Sister Rita and what the 
recovered patients lavish on all comers.  Maternity care and family 
planning is on the schedule and Janet and infant (pictured) are being 
given care and training.

Back at “Happy Land” Sister Rochelle tackles the elementary 
schooling need. With hundreds of children in the locality she along 
with teacher Bobby and Alvina try to give some basic education to a 
class of 60 in a crowded, hot room for a fun loving happy class 

 Our New Zealand politicians need to visit here before they bandy 
around the phrase ‘third world conditions’ in NZ towns.

The love and care the Sisters radiate gives hope to these hundreds 
of families who just want a better life for themselves and their 
children. The Pontifical Mission Societies have been aiding this 
ministry for some years – indirectly New Zealand Catholics are 
helping especially those who give $15-00 a month to the Children’s 
Mission Partner programme run by the Missionz Office. 

It is real help for real need. Fr Paul G Shannahan sm 
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Top: Sister Rita and Fr Shannahan sm at Centre.
Middle: TB effected local children. 
Right: Happy in midst of poverty.



Itema and Matiwe are rural communities. People live in grass-
thatched houses with mud walls.  There is neither electricity nor 
running water.   Life here presents many challenges.  People can 
hardly afford three decent meals a day.  Money does not easily 
come by to acquire farming inputs and implements. As such, only 
small portions of land are cultivated.   Sometimes, farming fields get 
flooded before maize (corn) and rice are ready for harvesting.

The health centres are understaffed and only provide primary 
health care.  Specialised medical care at the provincial hospital is 
costly and beyond the reach of many families.

Government schools are many kilometres away.  As an alternative, 
children are sent to community schools established and managed by 
the community until they are old enough to walk the long distances 
to government schools. Community members volunteer to teach  
the children. 

HIV/AIDS takes a fair share of blame for the hardships of the 
people.  The elderly look after their grand children.  The productive 
men and women are every day claimed by the deadly disease.  A 72 
year old woman looking after her four orphaned grandchildren told 
us after distributing clothes and shoes to the children that the last 
time her grandchildren wore new clothes and shoes was when their 
parents were alive and working in the city four years ago.   A total of 
81 and 566 children benefited from shoes and clothes respectively.

Despite having many difficulties, people in these communities find 
joy and show gratitude even for the smallest of things life presents 
to them.  One such is our visit and the donation of blankets to the 
children in Itema.   Due to high levels of poverty, families cannot 
afford a blanket for every member of the family.   Sometimes up to 

Kiwi Kids Reach Out To Zambia
The ravages of HIV/AIDS and poverty means 9000 orphans 
and vulnerable children are being assisted by Mrs. Beatrice 
Simona with 9 staff and 490 volunteers in the Diocese of 
Mongo in west Zambia. Their work ranges from milk for 
babies of HIV mothers to skills training for teenagers and 
providing shelter materials to homeless. Holy Childhood 
(NZ) sent US$10,000 in 2007. Beatrice writes…

Holy Childhood
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Money collected on World Mission Sunday goes  

towards helping:

83,000 _______________  priests 

455,000 _____________  religious &  

1,700,000 ___________  catechists

The people with whom they and their colleagues work  

are beneficiaries in:

194,855 ______________  schools  

5,246  _________________  hospitals  

17,530  ________________  dispensaries  

577 _____________________  leprosy centres  

80,560  _______________  social &  

__________________________  charitable institutions

For Your Information 
The Catholic population in the world is 

1,114,966,000 

17.25%

& 

It is distributed as follows 

17.08%
 of Africa 

of America 

62.53%
2.96%

  

26.28% 39.91% 
of Europe of Oceania

of Asia

three children in a home share a blanket.   Each of the 260 children 
in this community received a blanket. The brightness on the faces of 
the children as they knelt down and clapped their hands (a sign of 
respect and gratitude) to receive their gifts is a sight that reaches for 
the heart and remains there for a long time.  

With the donation we received, we were also able to pay 
examination and tuition fees for 130 children.   Without this kind 
of support, the 
children would 
drop out of school.  
In frustration 
and desperation, 
parents marry off 
their daughters as 
early as 15 years or 
get them employed 
as domestic 
workers.  Boys on 
the other hand, are 
made to contribute 
to the household 
income by engaging 
in various activities 
such as charcoal 
selling.

     You saw me naked and you  
clothed me, hungry and you fed me.  
“

” or 



and for past 9 years national director of the PMS in Equador.  These 
are key posts for the Mission Societies and they are welcomed by all 
who work to promote and fund the mission outreach of the Church. 
He said in his Fides interview - “I think that there is a great need 
to spread missionary awareness throughout the world, especially 
amongst the younger churches, who are the hope of mankind. In this 
sense, I see that there is a real need for missionary animation.”

Holy Childhood Leader Outspoken
Father Patrick Byrne is the International 

Secretary General of Holy Childhood (HC). As 
a Vatican representative on UN committees, 
he has been to all the world’s trouble spots 
to monitor the plight of children. He has 
witnessed everything from the horror of child 
soldiers, trafficking of children, to the hope and 
healing given by HC.

“As an organisation and as individuals 
we have to speak out whenever possible against the poverty that 
condemns many children to a life of misery and exploitation.” Father 
Patrick sees the need to not only educate children in the developing 
world, but to educate our children, their parents and teachers about 
the missionary dimension of the Church’s mission. “They have to 
inflame the hearts of people with a missionary concern for those 
beyond their parish and diocesan boundaries.”

“All this costs money but our National Offices work hard and we 
are inspired by the generosity of our donors. This year we will spend 
about $25 million dollars internationally on projects.”

World
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Challenging The Synod 
Korean Business 

Professor Thomas Han 
who is also president of 
South Korea’s Council 
for the Apostolate of 
Catholic Laity told the 
October Bible Synod in 
Rome “there is urgent 

need for a solid formation of Christ’s faithful on the Word of God. This 
should be more than a mere transmission of knowledge. Formation 
in the Word of God must be ‘performative’”, he said. “It must be 
life transforming and should aim at combating ‘structures of sin’ to 
create a better world to live in.

 In particular, “Church leaders need to make a serious examination 
of their lifestyles and possessions within the Church in light of the 
Word of God and take every measure possible to implement its social 
doctrine,” he said. “I hope that this Synod will establish a biblical 
lifestyle proper to a witnessing Church and promote a performative 
formation of lay faithful.”

New Leaders At Pontifical Mission Societies (PMS)
Italian Pierguiseppe Vacchelli was ordained Archbishop in Rome 

on 3 July and became President of the PMS. The 71 year old has held 
many posts in his own diocese. Since 1996 he has led the Italian 
Bishops Committee for works of charity in developing countries.  
Joining him in October as the Secretary General for the Propagation 
of the Faith is Irishman Fr Tim Lehane who has been a missionary 
for 25 years in Equador. He has been provincial for the SVD order 
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The Director’s Page

You may have had a special collection on Mission Sunday 
for the Propagation of the Faith. The New Zealand Bishop’s 
approved of that at their May conference in Wellington 
after they received the results of a 32 parish survey.

Giving on Mission Sunday has been static for some years and even 
fell in three dioceses in 2007. So a survey seemed called for.  Parish 
leadership from the six dioceses were very cooperative.

Questions included were  
 

 planned giving?

The results were thought provoking and begged for fresh action.

While all parishes have some sort of planned giving programme yet 
over 50% of the Mass count did not belong to it and of those that 
did only about 20% used their Mission Sunday envelope.

Also it seems that increasing numbers at Mass opted for a regular 
automatic payment to the parish but no specific amount is earmarked 
for Mission Sunday or the other Bishop’s special collections.  

Almost no parish had a Mission collection on Mission Sunday.

All this pointed to the conclusion 
that about three quarters of Mass 
goers did not have the opportunity 
to give a donation on Mission 
Sunday especially when it is clear 

only a few of the Special Mission envelope put out by this 
office each year are in fact used.

The Bishop’s are aware of their global responsibility for the spread 
of the Faith so they acceded to the suggestion a collection be 
approved for every Mission Sunday. In this way they and we would 
be united with the world-wide Church on the third Sunday of October 
every year in giving financial support to the Missions...

As the global financial crisis spreads its virus it is to be 
remembered that while it may cause some losses and discomfort for 
us in our well endowed country any fall off in support for Mission 
territories will be drastic and even life threatening. So thank you for 
your continued generosity. 

As we go to print the outcome of this years appeal is not available 
but it will be published in our May Missionz News.  If you have any 
questions on Missionz matters please do contact us.  PGS.
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Sharing the faith in mission lands.

To be effective bearers of the “Good News” lay volunteers, Religious Sisters and Brothers and Priests need your ongoing interest and help.
They especially need you to pray for them; they definitely need your financial support. 
I appeal to you now for a donation to support Missionaries world wide.
Thank you. May God bless your generosity.

Dear Director,  I wish to make a contribution to your Missionz Appeal.

I would like to support  c Propagation of the Faith
                                        c St Peter the Apostle
 c  Holy Childhood     
                                        c Spread among all three.      
 
Enclosed is my gift of    c  $10   c $20   c $50   c $100    
 c  Other……… 

 c  $500 (One years support for Seminarian)    
 c $250 (For Religious Novice)

c Become Children’s Mission Partner and give $15.00 a month by   
 Auto Payment to the National Bank. See below.

Please debit my credit card  for  $…………………  

c Visa   c MasterCard  c Other…………….. 

Name on Card. …………………………………………………       

Signature………………………………………………………

Expiration Date…………………………………………………

c OR  Make a direct payment into our  National Bank A/c        
 060-411-0021447-00

Name: Mr/Mrs/Ms/Fr/Sr/Br………………………………………

Address…………………………………………………………

Town/City………………………………………………………

Postal Code……………………………………………………

Email …………………………………………………………

Ph……………………………………………………………

Send to:    Missionz Office, P O Box 12322  
 Thorndon Wellington  6144

You will be sent a receipt in acknowledgement of your gift.

Propagation of the Faith      
Help to grow the Church.   

St Peter the Apostle    
Support forming leaders.                     

Holy Childhood 
Help poor and needy.


